
From Rev. Paul...  
 
Reflection July 27th, 2025 
 
This is the last reflection which I will be writing for you. This is 
then an occasion for thanks to you for your hospitality to me and 
Robyn and for the opportunity to make a contribution to the life of 
this community of faith. ‘Reflection’ is one of the things I do, and I 
hope by these reflections I have given you something to reflect on, 
but also an example of what it means to think about the connection 
between our life and faith in a theological manner.  
 
This week, Robyn and I have come back from Montreal, where we 
were visiting John and Denise. One of the things that cannot be 
missed in that city is the emphasis on the French language. All of 
the signs that I read were in French and English, except by law, the 
French has to be twice as big as the English. All primary education 
has to be done in French, unless a close family member 
(grandparent, I think) was educated in English.  
 
So I began to ask, “How come? This seems a bit over the top!” Then 
during the walking tour I began to hear some more of Quebec’s  
history. I learned how in the beginning the English and the Scots 
dominated commerce and industry, and hence the French speaking 
population. This, so said the tour guide, was because the influence 
of the Catholic church was so great among French speakers, that it 
kept them poor with many children, and with little education. This 
meant that the jobs in industry and commerce went to the English 
and the Scots, and there was a kind of prejudice that said, ‘Well the 
French speakers are ignorant anyway, so they will not be able to do 
any of these jobs.’  
 
It has only been relatively recently that as the province of Quebec 
has decided that it wants to stay as a part of Canada, but in doing 
so it has emphasised is identity as not being English or Scot, by an  
emphasis of the French Language.  
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So the first thing I learn from this is that identity is expressed through language and that this 
language is separate from English. This makes sense for any relationship. If a person does not 
have a sense of themselves, and their own boundaries, then their relationships will be confused 
and dependant. This does not make for any kind of equality in relating, because the relation-
ship is not based on the respect due to another person because they are a person in the image 
of God, who deserves, first of all, respect. 
 
Next, as we have seen with the benefits of integration, doing something that assists  
disadvantaged people is necessary to create the conditions of equality. I am reminded of an  
image that illustrates this. It is in two parts. The first image shows a fence of a certain height, 
but over which only tallish people can see. All shorter people or children cannot see over the 
fence. This is some people’s view of ‘equality’. The fence is the same height for everyone. If  
you are too short, that is your fault. The next image of equality is of the same fence at the same 
height, except that some people who are shorter have boxes of different sizes to stand on.  
Then everyone’s heads is at just over the level of the fence and everyone can see over it. 
 
The emphasis on French language in Quebec is like one of these boxes, which is designed to 
privilege French speakers enough to give them the equality of opportunity that this part of the 
population deserves. At first it feels like English speakers are being discriminated against, until 
one knows the history of domination which has made this ‘box to stand on’ necessary for 
French speakers. 
 
The story of the tower of Babel tells us that the differences in language and the  
misunderstanding that comes from it is the result of people not knowing where to stop. That 
is, of not having any limits built into their pride or growth. 
 
The book of Acts shows us that the coming of the Holy Spirit overcomes this difference  
because those members in the Church learn the other people’s language. This means that it is a 
good and holy thing for Christians in Quebec to make sure that in every English speaking 
place, there are also lessons in French.  
 
To take the first step to learn another person’s language is then a spiritual discipline. It breaks 
down the barriers between people by our taking the initiative to make communication  
possible. In the United States where Spanish is a very big language, I am thinking that  
Churches could make connections with the Hispanic community by having parish-wide  
Spanish classes. I know a few clergy here who have learned enough Spanish to preach in  
Spanish. In Saugus, where the Spanish population is growing, this exercise could be a good  
witness for any congregation if they held regular Spanish classes. 
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This brings me back to Quebec. The aim of any Church’s life is to be a sign and a means of  
reconciliation. The end point of the process is not ‘separateness’ but the unity that takes away the 
resentment of those who are oppressed, and which calls forth the repentance of the oppressor or 
dominator. In this case this repentance can be expressed by the learning of the other person’s lan-
guage. (In some cases it need not be another actual language, but a learning of how another per-
son expresses themselves). Either way, learning French or Spanish is a holy thing.  
 

Your companion on ‘The Way’ 
Paul Dalzell 

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
  

Summer Recap  
 

June Yard Sale Update   
 

Thank you again to our yard sale volunteers.  The camaraderie was great and it 
was so nice to welcome familiar faces and meet new people from the community.  
Donors were quite generous with contributions for the sale.  
 
There were a number of tasks to arrange; setting up tables, bringing donations  

outside, and selling.  We had an impressive show of helpers on hand, and thankfully the weather held out.  
Our final profit was $838.00 — an increase of over 60% from last year!  
 
Special thanks to:  Rev. Paul, T.J., Janet, Kristina, Sandy, Karen, Dean, Bill, Lahneen, Dan, Linda, Dibby, 
Janice, Ken, Brenda, Susan, Ingrid, Ray, Sandy, Linda, Steve, Fritz, Bill, Donna, and Angela.        

~ Donna Manoogian, Yard Sale Chair 
  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
SAVE THE DATES! (Details to follow - please visit our website for updates) 

 

Town of Saugus Founders Day ~ Saturday, September 13th 
Ice Cream Social  - 10am—2pm (Please contact the office if you can volunteer!)  

 

Lobster Roll Sale ~ Friday, September 19th (Order deadline: Tuesday, Sept. 16th)    
Roast Beef Dinner ~ Saturday, October 4th  

Christmas Fair ~ Saturday ~ Saturday, December 6th  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Nelson Scholarship 
 

Any active, contributing member of St. John’s Church who is graduating from high school  
and plans to continue their education is eligible to apply for this scholarship.  If you have  
any questions or would like to request an application, feel free to contact Rose Holt via  

the parish office. 

St. John’s Good News 



 

Word Search  
 

Find these famous people, places, animals, and things from ‘Down Under’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Albanese ~ Alexandra ~ Brisbane ~ Cairns ~ Canberra ~ Daintree 

Dingo ~ Echina ~ Jackman ~ Kakadu ~ Koala ~ Kosciuszko 

Melbourne ~ Nitmiluk ~ Perth ~ Sydney ~ Uluru ~ Wallaby 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Officers:  Donna Manoogian, Sr. Warden, John Rogalski, Jr. Warden, Phil Littlehale, Treasurer, 
Paul Felci, Asst. Treasurer, and Brenda Caggiano, Clerk of the Vestry  
 

Vestry: Bill Bidmead, Sr. (2026), Rose Holt (2027), Joanne Lancaster (2027), M. Dibby LeBlanc 
(2026), Sandy St. Clair (2028), and Lahneen Visco (2028). 

C D O R B H F B R I S B A N E F O E 

S K A K A D U X I U T F H I M L Q V 

M Y T I Y X B C U V Q Y M T Y B J S 

E F D J N G O O E L A Q J M W I O T 

L W S N V T G D T R U I Y I S U D A 

B K P D E N R E R C W R Z L I F Q V 

O O J T I Y J E R A P Y U U D I J W 

U A U D Y X B T E I M Q W K G W U M 

R V O I N N V E S R E B P O Q C N V 

N E B S A L E X A N D R A S H D O N 

E I G C L F T P X S G X X C I K R E 

J P W A L L A B Y W O K W I N V J G 

W A U T P E R T H F M O Y U K U I D 

N J C R X E C H I D N A O S V H G H 

J R R K C K L W K Z M L E Z E J A E 

C U T C M I F Z M A C A M K Q Q V D 

H I K L S A C D K D L I L O L C L G 

I U K A P D N G A L B A N E S E E C 


