
From Fr. Walter...  
 

Hello fellow travelers!  
 

   We begin our Lenten journey each year with some account of 
Jesus’ forty-day temptation in the desert, be it from Matthew, 
Mark or Luke. In all three accounts, the temptation follows  
immediately upon Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan during which the 
voice from the clouds declares him to be God’s beloved Son. It’s 
an epiphany on a grand scale and echoed later at the Transfigura-
tion. Surely, the message at the Transfiguration confirmed the 
revelation at his Baptism. But in neither case did the event make 
Jesus God’s Son. He was already God’s Beloved Son. In the first 
case, the Baptism unveiled this identity to Jesus, while the  
Transfiguration displayed his true identity to Peter, James and 
John. In God’s eyes, Jesus is already the Beloved.   
   On the second Sunday this Lent, Jesus employs a similar  
dynamic in his conversation with Nicodemus. Jesus tells him that 
one must be “born from above” in order to see the kingdom of 
God. There’s a play on words, and Nicodemus can’t get beyond 
the literal “born again.” Jesus is asking Nicodemus, and us for 
that matter, to look beyond the physical to our spiritual origin, 
and more importantly to see ourselves as God sees us, as his  
beloved children.  
   Like Nicodemus, we often remain stuck in a worldly vision.  
We need the Church and the Sacraments to refocus us on our 
true origin and identity as God’s beloved. Yes, indeed, we need 
Baptism and life in the Church to declare for us what is already 
true in God’s eyes. Accepting this identity can certainly be  
experienced as a new birth. Hence, the enduring significance of 
the expression “born again.” Lent likewise invites us to deepen 
and celebrate our true identity as God’s beloved, even though we 
need constant reminders. 
 

Lenten Blessings,  
Fr. Walter 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

St. John’s Good News  

 

Holy Eucharist Worship 
 

All are welcome to  
gather with us Sunday 
mornings at 9am, and 
coffee hour follows the 
service.  We broadcast 

worship on Zoom—a link 
is forwarded weekly to 

parishioners and friends.        

 

Lent  
2026 

Phone: 781-233-1242 
 

Email:  
StJohnsSaugus@gmail.com 
 

X.com (formerly Twitter): 
@StJohnsSaugus 
 

Facebook: St. John’s  
Episcopal Church Saugus 

In this issue                   Page 
 

From Father Walter   1 
 

Upcoming Event  
summary, Holy Week       2                                
Worship, etc.         
 

Event details, Easter         3 
Prayer List, Fire Alarm  
System Fund, etc.                                        
    

Word Search                    4 



Page 2 

 

Next week and beyond…. 
 

Wednesday, March 11th: Faith Community Lunch - 12pm to 2pm (see pg. 3)  

Saturday, March 15th: Artisan Marketplace - 9am to 2pm (see pg. 3)  

Friday, May 8th: Lobster Roll Sale (details TBA) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Lent & Easter Worship 
 

Remaining Sundays in Lent: March 8, 15, 22, and 29 (Palm Sunday) - 9am  

April 2nd: Maundy Thursday - Agape Meal - 6pm 

Maundy Service - 7pm 

April 3rd: Good Friday Worship - Noon (12pm) 

April 5th: Sunday of the Resurrection ~ Easter Day - Holy Eucharist - 9am 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Fire Alarm System Fund 
 

We are accepting specific-purpose donations for the upgrade of our fire alarm system.  
Any size gift is greatly appreciated; if you are contributing by check, please be sure to  
enclose a note or write ‘fire alarm system fund’ in the check’s memo line.  Thank you!     

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Alice Johnson Scholarship 
 

Open to Episcopalians within the Mystic Valley Deanery for post high school education 
(vocational or college). Applicants must be under 30, demonstrate commitment to Christian 

ideals, service to community and academic achievement. Applications are available in the 
parish office and are due April 17. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

New Vestry 
 

Congratulations to the new and re-elected vestry members and officers confirmed  
at our Annual Meeting February 1st.  Your commitment to serve St. John’s in these  

important roles is deeply appreciated!    
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



Saugus Faith Community Lunch  
 

On January 14 and February 11, a number of individuals from various Saugus houses of  
worship met at St. John’s for a brown bag lunch. The purpose of the gathering was to 
renew old friendships, form new ones, and establish a way for congregations to stay  
connected—particularly when parish offices are not open. 
 

We welcome additional churches that expressed interest but were unable to attend the 
initial meetings, and will continue the sharing of ideas and happenings within our  
respective congregations.  
 

Please mark your calendars; the next lunch is planned for Wednesday, March 11th, and  
everyone is welcome!  An RSVP to jmseaboyer(at)gmail.com is requested. Please bring 
your own bag lunch - beverages and dessert will be provided. 
 

Artisan Marketplace 
 

Help us usher in Spring! Join us on Saturday, March 14 from 9am-2pm as St. John’s 
hosts an spring-themed Artisan Marketplace.  Plan to shop, meet the artists, and grab  
a bite to eat with us.  Don’t get left out of the fun!  Contact Jeanne Seaboyer if you  

would like to help make the day a success.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Easter Prayer List 
 

Please forward names in remembrance (or in thanksgiving) for our Easter prayer  
list no later than Tuesday, March 23rd.  Thank you. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Bible Study 
 

We welcome everyone to join us for Bible study Tuesday mornings at 10am.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Considering other ways to become more involved with church?  
 

Contact Julia Aston if you are interested in becoming a lay-reader or member of the  
Altar Guild.  Participants of either (or both) are assigned on a rotating schedule.   

Page 3 St. John’s Good News  



 

Word Search  
 
 

Spring is almost here!  Can you find these native blooms?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Aster ~ Beebalm ~ Coneflower ~ Coreopsis ~ Daffodils ~ Forsythia  
Harebell ~ Hepatica ~ Hydrangea ~ Lilac ~ Lobelia ~ Magnolia 

Mayflower ~ Phlox ~ Spiraea ~ Trillium ~ Tulips ~ Violet 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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   Officers:  Donna Manoogian, Sr. Warden, John Rogalski, Jr. Warden, Paul Felci, Treasurer,     
   James Duracin, Asst. Treasurer, and Brenda Caggiano, Clerk of the Vestry  
 

   Vestry: Rose Holt (2027), Joanne Lancaster (2027), M. Dibby LeBlanc (2027), Colleen Marcotte   
   (2028), and Diana White (2029) 
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