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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Saugus, Massachusetts 

 
 

Feast of St Mary the Virgin 
 

August 16, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 
Prelude  
 

Processional:  Sing we of the Blessèd Mother                                                       Hymnal #278 
 

1. Sing we of the blessèd Mother 
who received the angel's word, 
and obedient to his summons 
bore in love the infant Lord; 
sing we of the joys of Mary 
at whose breast that child was fed 
who is Son of God eternal 
and the everlasting Bread. 

 
2. Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows, 

of the sword that pierced her through, 
when beneath the cross of Jesus 
she his weight of suffering knew, 
looked upon her Son and Savior 
reigning from the awful tree, 
saw the price of man's redemption 
paid to set the sinner free. 

3. Sing again the joys of Mary 
when she saw the risen Lord, 
and in prayer with Christ's apostles, 
waited on his promised word: 
from on high the blazing glory 
of the Spirit's presence came, 
heavenly breath of God's own being, 
manifest through wind and flame. 

 
4. Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 

when on earth her work was done, 
and the Lord of all creation 
brought her to his heavenly home; 
where, raised high with saints and angels, 
in Jerusalem above,  
she beholds her Son and Savior 
reigning as the Lord of love. 
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Opening Acclamation:  
 

Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
    And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Kyrie Confession:       

 

Born of a woman, born under the law, Christ has redeemed us from the curse of sin: 
let us come to him that he may heal us and set us free: 
 

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of Peace: 
    Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary: 
    Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father; 
    Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Absolution 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria                                                                                              Heritage Mass – in pew rack.  

 

Glory to God in the highest! 
    Peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    In the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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Collect of the Day                                                                                                  BCP, p. 243    
 

O God, you have taken to yourself the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate Son:  
Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory of your 
eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

First Lesson:    
A reading from The Prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3). 
 

    I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings 
forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see 
your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the 
mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God,     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                                                                                   

 
Psalm 34:1-9 
   Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses.          
  

1   I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
   his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
2   I will glory in the Lord; * 
   let the humble hear and rejoice. 
3   Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * 
   let us exalt his Name together. 
4   I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 
   and delivered me out of all my terror. 
5   Look upon him and be radiant, * 
   and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6   I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * 
   and saved me from all my troubles. 
7   The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 
   and he will deliver them. 
8   Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 
   happy are they who trust in him! 
9   Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 
   for those who fear him lack nothing. 
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Second Lesson:   
A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Galatians (4:4-7).  
    When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 
Father!" So, you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.                                                 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: Tell out, my Soul (vv. 1-3)                                                              Hymnal #438 
 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

 
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy Name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:39-55). 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  And Mary said, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation.  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  And Mary remained with her about three months 
and then returned to her home.                    The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sequence Hymn: Tell out, my Soul  (v. 4)                                                                  Hymnal #438 
 

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

 
Homily                                                     Fr. Walter Connelly 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father,   
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
            and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Lay Leader: As we pray to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we say with Mary: 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

Your prophet of old foretold a day when a virgin would conceive and bear a son who would be called 
God-with-us. Help us to look forward to your deliverance and to seek the fullness of your kingdom. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

Your angel declared to Mary that she was to be the mother of the Savior. Help our leaders and all 
people to be open to your word and obedient to your will. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

Mary rejoiced with Elizabeth and sang your praise, ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.’  
Help us to live joyful lives that sing your praise. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

Mary bore a son of David’s line, a king whose reign would never end. Bless these United States,  
and all the nations of the world with Christ’s gift of peace. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

The child Jesus grew in wisdom and stature in the home of Mary and Joseph. 
Strengthen our homes and families, and keep under your protection all those whom we love. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

At the foot of the cross of Christ stood his mother, and from the cross she received his lifeless body in 
her arms. Give comfort and healing to Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Lisa P., 
Catherine Pothier, Keelan Pothier, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, Amy 
Wright, Nina Lafauci, Steve P., Janice Noseworthy, Gary Battite, Norma Jordan, and all who suffer and 
care for them. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

The apostle John saw a vision of a woman in heaven, robed with the sun. Bring us with The MacLaren 
Family: William, Viola, William Jr., Minnie, Lawrence, and John; most recently, Anthony Kotkowski, 
and all those who have died in the faith of Christ to share the joy of heaven with Mary and all the 
saints. 
    Lord, have mercy on those who fear you. Holy is your name. 
 

Priest: Almighty and everlasting God, your handmaid Mary magnified your name and rejoiced in your 
saving love: trusting in that same love, we ask all these our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Peace and Announcements 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you. 
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Invitation to the Offering 
 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

Offertory:  Sing of Mary, pure and Lowly                                                                     Hymnal #277 
 

1. Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, 
Virgin Mother undefiled; 
sing of God's own Son most holy, 
who became her little child. 
Fairest child of fairest Mother, 
God the Lord who came to earth, 
Word made flesh, our very brother, 
takes our nature by his birth. 

 

2. Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, 
in the home at Nazareth, 
toil and labor cannot weary 
love enduring unto death. 
Constant was the love he gave her, 
though he went forth from her side, 
forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, 
till on Calvary he died. 

3. Glory be to God the Father; 
glory be to God the Son; 
glory be to God the Spirit; 
glory to the Three in One. 
From the heart of blessèd Mary, 
from all saints the song ascends, 
and the Church the strain re-echoes 
unto earth's remotest ends. 

 
Doxology                                                            (v. 3)   Hymnal  #380  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
God our Father, your handmaid Mary fed your Son at her virgin breast. Nourish us at this table 
with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                Common Worship - Prayer B      

 The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation, almighty Father, ever-living God, to give 
you thanks and praise for the work of your grace in the Blessed Virgin Mary. For by the 
overshadowing of your Holy Spirit she conceived and bore the Word made flesh. At the cross she 
kept her vigil, and saw the saving work of your Son brought to its perfection. She rejoiced in his 
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resurrection, and joining her prayers with those of the apostles, was filled with the gift of your 
promised Spirit. In her you show us the greatness of your love, and the wonderful purpose you 
intend for all your children. Therefore, we join our voice with hers, and all the company of 
heaven, as they sing with joy the hymn of your glory: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
   +Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 
thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith:  
 

 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 
of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for 
his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer you this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup, and we thank 
you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one 
bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of Blessèd Mary of Nazareth, Blessèd John the 
Evangelist and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by 
whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      
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Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                             Heritage Mass – in pew rack. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in praying for 
that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 
love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and 
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in me, in this life and in 
the life to come. Amen. 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
    Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in the  
life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar. 

 
Post-communion Prayer   
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing:  
 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his 
will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Recessional:  Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones                                                           Hymnal #618 
 

1. Ye watchers and ye holy ones,  
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
virtues, archangels, angels' choirs, 
 

Refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of th' eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord: 
    Refrain  
 

3. Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
all saints triumphant, raise the song,  
    Refrain  
 

4. O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One:  
    Refrain  

Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: 
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Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church.  All those wishing to share in the life of Christ are 
invited to receive Holy Communion.  Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room on the left 
for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive.  Most people receive the 
consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue.  We have not returned to the 
Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the empty cups in the tray 
as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy Communion, simply cross your 
hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join us for fellowship and refreshment in 
Ashworth Hall after worship. 

 
 
Parish Calendar 

 

Aug  30    Sun Boston Harbor Cruise, 4-6pm (details below) 
Sept  12   Sat  Founders Day Ice Cream Social, 10am-2pm, or while supplies last   

                           (volunteers needed) 

Sept  18   Fri      Lobster Roll Sale (see flyer in pew) 

Oct   10    Sat  Roast Beef Dinner (Limited seating at 5 & 6:30pm: see flyer or website to RSVP) 
Dec   5     Sat     Christmas Craft Fair (basket / table donations & helpers needed – please see insert)  

 
Announcements: 
 
Office Closed August 18th: While our group we will gather for Bible study next Tuesday, the office 
will be closed – it reopens Wednesday morning at 8:15. 
 

Boston Harbor Cruise: from the Winthrop Town Pier (next to Winthrop Yacht Club). We will need 
a head count, so please leave a message at the office if you are coming. 
 

Prayer List: Come September 1st, we will rebuild our prayer list from scratch. Please notify the office 
of the people for whom we should pray. Each name shall remain on the list for four weeks unless you 
request otherwise. 
 

 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 

(Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 
 

Week One of the Month: 
 

Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, 
Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison Gray, and Roger Nelson 
 
Week Two: 
 

Will Hare, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, John K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa 
McSheffery, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle Moloney, Joe W., and Debbie & Mike 
Rossetti 
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Week Three: 
 

Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Lisa P., Catherine Pothier, Keelan Pothier, 
Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, Amy Wright, Nina Lafauci,  Steve P., 
Janice Noseworthy, Gary Battite, and Norma Jordan  
 
Week Four: 
 

Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello, Nancy White, 
Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Jesse Tucker, and Iris Mendez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev. Walter J. Connelly, Jr., Priest-in-Charge  
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director 

John Rogalski, Lay Reader ~ Joanne Lancaster, L.E.M. 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 

Web: StJohnsSaugus.org   Email: StJohnsSaugus@gmail.com 


