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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

December 14, 2025 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 

Prelude  
 
 
Entrance Hymn:  Hark! The glad sound                               Hymn #72 

 

1. Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long: 
let every heart prepare a throne, 
and every voice a song. 
 

2. He comes, the prisoners to release 
in Satan's bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 
 

He comes, the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure; 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 
 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heaven's eternal arches ring 
with thy beloved Name. 

Opening Acclamation:  
 

Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
         And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Advent Kyrie                                                Common Worship, Church of England 
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 

Heavenly Father, you call us to prepare for the coming of your Son: 
forgive us our unreadiness to receive him. 
  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you were proclaimed by John the Baptist: 
help us also to prepare your way. 
  Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Holy Spirit, you speak through the prophets: 
make us attentive to hear your word. 
  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
Absolution 

 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and 
give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Collect for the Third Candle of Advent  (third candle to be lighted) 
 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: to you be praise and glory for ever. Your 
prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth as a burning and shining light. May we 
your servants rejoice in his light, and so be led to witness to him who is the Lord of our 
coming kingdom, Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages. 
    Blessed be God for ever. 

 
 
Collect of the Day             A Prayer Book for Australia 

 

Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love on our journey to meet the One who is 
coming: Strengthen our weak hands, make firm our feeble knees, and open blind eyes to 
the dawning of your kingdom, so that our hearts may rejoice as we behold the majesty of 
our God. We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Lesson:   
   A reading from The Prophet Isaiah (35:1-10)     

  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 
the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 
knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
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He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you. "Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the 
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 
Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, 
not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed 
of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.                                                                                         
                             The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 15 Magnificat 
    Let us recite the canticle responsively, alternating at the asterisks (*)   

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
     for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
     the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
     in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
     he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
     and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
     and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
     for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
      world without end. Amen. 

 

Second Lesson:   
    A reading from The Letter of James (5:7-10) 

   Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
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Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 
Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.                  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks 
be to God. 

 
Gospel Hymn:  Sleepers, Wake! (vv. 1 & 2)                                                      Hymn #61 

 
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us. 
The shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, 
their urgent summons clearly spoken: 
“The time has come, O maidens wise! 
Rise up, and give us light. 
The Bridegroom is in sight. 
Alleluia! 
Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
that you the wedding feast may share.” 

 
Zion hears the watchman singing;  
her heart with joyful hope is springing,  
she wakes and hurries through the night.  
Forth he comes, her bridegroom glorious  
in strength of grace, in truth victorious:  
her star is risen, her light grows bright.  
Now come, most worthy Lord,  
God's Son, Incarnate Word,  
Alleluia!   
We follow all and heed your call  
to come into the banquet hall. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11) 
       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus 
answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 
    As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 
is the one about whom it is written, `See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way before you.' Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he."                                                                                            
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

   
Homily 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:                              Common Worship, Church of England 
 

Worship Leader: Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand  
                                    with confidence before our Maker and Redeemer. 
That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, let us pray to the Lord:  
  Lord, have mercy. 
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That God may establish among the nations the reign of righteousness,  
let us pray to the Lord:  
  Lord, have mercy. 
That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him  
in the breaking of the bread, let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick and raise up all who have 
fallen, remembering especially Will Hare, Carolyn & Tom Hashem, Bruce Higgins,  
Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery,  
Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, and Jonelle Moloney,  
let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in darkness and  
the shadow of death, let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world,  
let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
That the hosts of heaven may welcome Anna, Peter, and Myron Manoogian, Tena 
Holloway, Martha Nelson, Courtney Nicolo, Valerie & Victoria Bidmead and all those 
who have preceded us in faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
Remembering all those on our parish prayer list, we commend ourselves and all for whom 
we pray to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father; let us pray to the Lord: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save the lost; so 
may he come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; for he is now alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Priest: God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of 
your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the 
cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Peace and Announcements 

 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you. 
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Invitation to the Offering 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works,  
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 
Offertory Hymn:   Savior of the Nations                                              Hymn #54  

 

1. Savior of the nations, come!   
Virgin's Son, make here your home.   
Marvel now, both heaven and earth,   
that the Lord chose such a birth.  
 
2. Wondrous birth! Oh wondrous child   
of the Virgin undefiled!  
Mighty God and Mary’s son,   
eager now his race to run!  

 

3. Thus on earth the Word appears,  
gracing his created spheres;  
hence to death and hell descends, 
then the heavenly throne ascends.   
 
4. Come, O Father’s saving Son,  
who o’er sin the victory won.  
Boundless shall your kingdom be;  
grant that we its glories see.   

 
Doxology                                                                                    Hymn  #380 (v. 3)  

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

God of hope, renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living sacrifice to you,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                    Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer B                      

  The Lord be with you.      

  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled himself to come among us in 
human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world to open 
for us the way of salvation. Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for 
the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. And so we join our voices with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory for ever 
praising you and saying: 
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 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                  Sanctus S-129 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took 
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
  
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for 
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we 
offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 
this cup, and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share 
this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and 
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                         S-161 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in 
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died  
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
Post-communion Prayer    

 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Advent Blessing:  

 

May Christ, whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast 
in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Recessional:  Prepare the way, O Zion                Hymn #74 
 

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!  
For him let doors be opened, no hearts against him barred!  
Not robed in royal splendor, in power and pomp comes he;  
but clad as are the poorest, such his humility! 
 

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!  
By those who truly listen his voice is truly heard;  
pity the proud and haughty, who have not learned  
to heed the Christ who is the Promise, who has atonement made. 
 

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!  
He only to the humble reveals the face of God.  
All power is his, all glory! All things are in his hand,  
all ages and all peoples, till time itself shall end! 
 

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!  
He offers to the burdened the rest and grace they need.  
Gentle is he and humble! And light his yoke shall be,  
for he would have us bear it so he can make us free! 

 
Dismissal:  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

The Advent Wreath Candles & Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God,  
and in loving remembrance of: 

 

Anna, Peter, and Myron Manoogian, Tena Holloway, Martha Nelson,  
Courtney Nicolo, and Valerie & Victoria Bidmead 
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Parish Cycle of Prayer 
 (Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 

 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Francine Carroll, 
Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Kelly Dodge, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth 
Garrett, Allison Gray, Jerica Hamre 

 
Week Two: 

Will Hare, Carolyn & Tom Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, 
Anthony K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante,  
Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle Moloney, 

 
Week Three: 

Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti,  
Lisa P., Carol Patrolia, Kathy & Keelan Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, 
Sandy & David St. Clair 

 
Week Four: 

Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello,  
Steve & Kathy, Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, 
Holly, and Kelly. 

 
 

Announcement(s) 
 
 

Vestry Meeting – Tuesday, Dec. 16th at 11:30am  
 

The Vestry will gather after Bible study in the Hurll Room next Tuesday (11:30).   
Observers are welcome – if it is necessary for online viewers to use a different  

Zoom link, we will forward it Tuesday morning.    
 

Christmas Prayer List 
 

A final reminder to please forward names for Christmas remembrances (and names in 
thanksgiving) to the office no later than this Wednesday, December 17th – thank you. 

 
 

Christmas Services 
 

 Christmas Eve 
Family Eucharist 4:00 PM 

 
Christmas Day 

Holy Eucharist 9:00 AM 
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 Current St. John’s Officers and Vestry (2025) 
 

Officers: Donna Manoogian, Sr. Warden, John Rogalski, Jr. Warden, Phil Littlehale, Treasurer,  
Paul Felci, Asst. Treasurer, and Brenda Caggiano, Clerk of the Vestry 

 
Vestry: William ‘Bill’ Bidmead, Sr. (2026), Rose Holt (2027) Joanne Lancaster (2027),  

M. ‘Dibby’ LeBlanc (2026), Colleen Marcotte (2028), and Sandy St. Clair (2028) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

Father Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

Sandy Mears, Worship Leader & Joanne Lancaster, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 


