St. John’s Episcopal Church

-

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 25, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist

Prelude

Processional: You call to us, Lord Jesus

1. You call to us, Lord Jesus,
as once in Galilee
You called to James and Andrew,
"Come now and follow me."
They left their nets and followed,
and did not look behind;
Lord, we like them will follow,
our life in you to find.

2. You came to preach deliverance,
to set the captives free,
to heal the brokenhearted,
to make the sightless see.
Your ministry of mercy
and justice is our task;
help us like true disciples
to do the work you ask.

Tune: ELLACOMBE (#210)

3. You summon us to visions
of what this world can be,
of hope and peace and freedom
for all humanity.

For justice we will labor
for every human soul

till greed and hatred vanish,
and humankind is whole.

4. The path you bid us follow
is not an easy road,
and doubt or pain or conflict
will sometimes be our load.
Lord, grant us strength and courage
to walk the way you trod,
till we behold in glory
the radiant face of God.




Opening Acclamation:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blesséd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Confession
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour

Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria Hymnal S-280
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.




Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day A Prayer Book for Australia

Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love you, and
the strength of the hearts that serve you: Help us to know you that we may truly love
you, and so love you that we may faithfully serve you, whose service is perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson:
A reading from The Prophet Isaiah (9:1-4).

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will
make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness-on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 27: 1, 5-13

Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses.
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? *
the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?
5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; *
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life;
6 To behold the fair beauty of the LORD *
and to seek him in his temple.
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling
and set me high upon a rock.




8 Even now he lifts up my head *
above my enemies round about me.
O  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
with sounds of great gladness; *
I will sing and make music to the LORD.
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *
have mercy on me and answer me.
11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face.” *
Your face, LORD, will I seek.
12 Hide not your face from me, *
nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; *

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.

Second Lesson:
A reading from The 1" Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1:10-18).

[ appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in
the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people
that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of
you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong
to Christ." Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in
the name of Paul’ I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so
that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household
of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of

God. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: You walk along our shoreline (vv. 1 & 2) tune: AURELIA
1. You walk along our shoreline, 2. You called us, Christ, to gather
Where land meets unknown sea. The people of the earth.
We hear your voice of power, We cannot fish for only
“Now come and follow me.” Those lives we think have worth.

And if you still will follow We spread your net of gospel
Through storm and wave and shoal, Across the water’s face,
Then I will make you fishers Our boat a common shelter
But of the human soul. For all found by your grace.




The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (4:12-23).
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so
that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "Land of
Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles~the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in

the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea~ for they were fishermen. And he said to
them, "Follow me, and I will make you fish for people." Immediately they left their nets
and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he
called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn: You walk along our shoreline (v. 3)
3. We cast our net, O Jesus;
We cry the kingdom’s name;
We work for love and justice; Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan
We learn to hope through pain. Music: AURELIA
You call us, Lord, to gather (eg, #525-The Church’s one foundation)

) , © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.
God’s daughters and God’s sons, ublications, Inc

Used by permission.
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So that all may be one.

Homily Fr. Walter Connelly

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,




begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People: Common Worship, Church of England
Worship Leader: We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church.

In Christ you have called us into one household as your beloved children.
May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ be strengthened by your grace.
Jesus, Lord of the Church: in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be a temple where the Holy Spirit can dwell.
Give us clean hands and pure hearts so that our lives will reflect your holiness.
Jesus, Lord of the Church: in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be a light to the world, so that those in darkness come to you.
May our lives shine as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all.
Jesus, Lord of the Church: in your mercy hear us.




You have called us to be members of your body, so that when one suffers, all suffer
together. We ask for your comfort and healing power to bring hope to those in distress,
especially Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie
Tello, Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, Holly,
Kelly, and Kevin O’Cconnor.

Jesus, Lord of the Church: in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be the Bride, where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. Welcome to
your wedding feast George Gulliford, Jr., and all those who have gone before us in faith.
Jesus, Lord of the Church: in your mercy hear us.

Priest: God of blazing light, through the power of the cross you shattered our darkness
and set us free to live as your children. Give us courage and conviction, so that we may
joyfully turn and follow you, led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

Peace and Announcements

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Invitation to the Offering

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works,
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Offertory Hymn: I want to walk as a child of the light Hymnal #490

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. 2. I want to see the brightness of God.
[ want to follow Jesus. [ want to look at Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. Clear sun of righteousness shine on my path,
The star of my life is Jesus. and show me the way to the Father.
Refrain
Refrain
In him, there is no darkness at all. I be with
The night and the day are both alike. want to be with Jesus.

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. When we have run with patience the race,
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus we shall know the joy of Jesus.
’ ) Refrain

3. I'm looking for the coming of Christ,




Doxology Hymnal #380 (v. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Loving God, before the world began you called us. Make holy all we offer you this day, and
strengthen us in that calling. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer F
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, for by the breath of your
mouth you have spoken your word, and all things have come into being. You fashioned us
in your image and placed us in the garden of your delight. Though we chose the path of
rebellion you would not abandon your own. Again and again, you drew us into your
covenant of grace. You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets to look for
your reign of justice, mercy and peace. As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, evermore praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Sanctus S-129
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, yet in the coming
of your Son Jesus Christ you reveal the power of your love made perfect in our human
weakness. Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation; loving us to the
end, he gave himself to death for us; dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.




In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them,
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.

Therefore, we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, we celebrate his

resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on
high and we long for his coming in glory. As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our
redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation be to us the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; form us into the likeness of Christ and make us a
perfect offering in your sight.

Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. Bless the
earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your Church with power from on
high. Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast with Blessed Mary of
Nazareth, Blessed John the Evangelist and all your saints at the table in your kingdom,
where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.




The Invitation to Holy Communion

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace,
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in
the life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar.

Post-communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Epiphany Blessing:

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your hearts with
the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional: I come with joy (vv. 1 -5) Hymnal #304

[ come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free,
in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love in Christ’'s communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends.
That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends.




And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near,
is in such friendship better known: we see, and praise him here.

Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,
and as his people in the world we’ll live and speak his praise.

Dismissal:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude:

Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church. All those wishing to share in the life of Christ
are invited to receive Holy Communion. Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room
on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive. Most people
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue. We have not
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy

Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship.

Parish Calendar
Weekly Tue  Bible Study, Hurll Room, 10 - 11:00am
Feb 1  Sun  Annual Meeting, Ashworth Hall, 10:30am
Feb 17 Tue  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:30 - 7:30pm
Feb 18 Wed Ash Wednesday Liturgy and the Imposition of Ashes, 12pm
Mar 14 Sat  Artisan Marketplace, 9am - 2pm




Announcements

Pizza Fundraiser @ Prince Pizzeria, January 4 - 25

Parish Cycle of Prayer
(Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes — thank you.)

Week One of the Month:
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Francine Carroll,
Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison

Gray, and Jerica Hamre

Week Two:
Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony K.,
Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, and
Jonelle Moloney

Week Three:
Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti, Lisa P.,
Kathy Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham,
and Amy Wright

Week Four:
Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello,
Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, Holly, Kelly, and

Kevin O’Connor

Participants in this Service:

The Rev. Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director
Sandy Mears, Layreader & Kristina Palazzo, L.E.M.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA 01906




