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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Saugus, Massachusetts 

 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

July 5, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 

Prelude  
 
Processional: God, my King, thy might confessing (vv. 1, 3, 4, 5)                                Hymnal #414 
 

1. God, my King, thy might confessing, 
ever will I bless thy Name; 
day by day thy throne addressing, 
still will I thy praise proclaim. 

 
3. They shall talk of all thy glory, 

on thy might and greatness dwell, 
speak of thy dread acts the story, 
and thy deeds of wonder tell. 

4. Nor shall fail from mem'ry's treasure 
works by love and mercy wrought, 
works of love surpassing measure, 
works of mercy passing thought. 

 
5. Full of kindness and compassion, 

slow to anger, vast in love, 
God is good to all creation; 
all his works his goodness prove. 

Opening Acclamation:  
Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
    And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Confession:                    

‘How often have I longed to gather your children, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings,’ says the Lord, ‘but you would not come to me.’ 
Let us as wayward children return to God and confess our sins. 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Kyrie:    Lord, have mercy 

          Christ, have mercy 
   Lord, have mercy 

 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria                                                                                              Heritage Mass – in pew rack.  
 

Glory to God in the highest! 
    Peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    In the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day                                                                           A Prayerbook for Australia   
 

Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
First Lesson:    

A reading from The Prophet Zechariah (9:9-12) 
 

    Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for 
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from 
the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 
restore to you double.                                         The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 145:8-15 
   Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses.           

8   The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
   slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9   The Lord is loving to everyone * 
   and his compassion is over all his works. 
10  All your works praise you, O Lord, * 
   and your faithful servants bless you. 
11  They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
   and speak of your power; 
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12  That the peoples may know of your power * 
   and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
   your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
14  The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
   and merciful in all his deeds. 
15  The Lord upholds all those who fall; * 
   he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 
Second Lesson:   

A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans (7:15-25a) 
 

    I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact, it is 
no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
    So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!                          The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn:  Blest be the King whose Coming (vv. 1 & 3)                                      Hymnal #74 

1. Blest be the King whose coming 
is in the name of God! 
For him let doors be opened, 
no hearts against him barred! 
Not robed in royal splendor, 
in power and pomp, comes he; 
but clad as are the poorest— 
such his humility! 

3. Blest be the King whose coming 
is in the name of God! 
He only to the humble 
reveals the face of God. 
All power is his, all glory! 
All things are in his hand, 
all ages and all peoples, 
till time itself shall end! 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:16-19, 25-30). 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
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they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
    At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
    “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”   
                                                            The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sequence Hymn:  Blest be the King whose Coming (v. 4)                                              Hymnal #74 
 

4. Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 
He offers to the burdened the rest and grace they need. 
Gentle is he and humble! And light his yoke shall be, 
for he would have us bear it so he can make us free! 

 
Homily                                               Fr. Walter Connelly 
 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father,   
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
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     On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
            and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:                                                                                              Form Six      
             

Lay Leader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Julia, Ian and Mary our bishops,  
for Walter our priest; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
 For all who serve God in the Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation: remembering especially  
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Barbara Cox,  
Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison Gray, 
and Roger Nelson. For these and all those whom we hold in our hearts before you this 
day. Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
 And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for Frank Morrissey, Richard F. Tarr, Arnold & Frances White, Doris & James 
Smith, Carl & Marjorie Nelson, and all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
 

Priest: God of heaven and earth, you reveal your wisdom to the childlike; may we learn 
from your Son humility of heart, so that we find refreshment and rest even as we 
shoulder the cross of Christ; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Priest: Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for 
themselves and for us, and then lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant 
that we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in 
righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Peace and Announcements 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 
you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity 
of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you 
        And also with you.  
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Offertory:  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (America the Beautiful)                               Hymnal #719 
 
1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America!  God shed his grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 
 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

       America! America!  God mend thine every flaw, 
 confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 
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  3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
      thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 
      America! America!  God shed his grace on thee, 

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

Doxology                                                            (v. 3)   Hymnal  #380   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

God of heaven and earth, receive our sacrifice of praise, and strengthen us  
for the perfect freedom of your service, through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                         Anglican Church of Southern Africa - Prayer 3 
  

    The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Father, it is our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks through 
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. He is the word through whom you made the universe, the 
Saviour you sent to redeem us. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh and was born 
of the Virgin Mary. For our sake he opened his arms on the cross; he put an end to death 
and revealed the resurrection. In this he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
And so, we join the angels and the saints in proclaiming your glory as we sing [say]: 
 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit come upon these 
gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took bread and gave you 
thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: ‘Take this, all of you, and eat 
it: this is my body which will be given up for you.’ 
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When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again, he gave you thanks and praise, gave the 
cup to his disciples, and said: ‘Take this, all of you, and drink from it: this is the cup of my 
blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so 
that sins may be forgiven. Do this in memory of me.’ 
So we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 

Dying, you destroyed our death; 
Rising, you restored our life; 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, this 
saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with 
Julia our bishop, and all the clergy. Remember all our brothers and sisters who have gone 
to their rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of 
your presence. 
 

Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, the virgin mother of 
God, with the apostles, and with all the saints who have done your will throughout the 
ages. May we praise you in union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honour is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

 
Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 



10 
 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                        Heritage Mass – in pew rack  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in 
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
    Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in 
the life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar. 

 

Post-communion Prayer   
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing:  
 
Life is indeed short, and we have so little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 
way with us. So be swift to love and hasten to be kind.  And the blessing of our gracious 
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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Recessional:  Jesus shall Reign, where’er the Sun  (vv. 1–4)                          Hymnal #544 
 

1. Jesus shall reign where'er the sun  
doth his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,  
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

2. To him shall endless prayer be made,  
and praises throng to crown his head; 
his Name like sweet perfume shall rise  
with every morning sacrifice. 
 

3. People and realms of every tongue  
dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his Name. 
 

4. Blessings abound where'er he reigns:  
the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
the weary find eternal rest,  
and all who suffer want are blest. 

 
Dismissal: 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: 
 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church.  All those wishing to share in the life of Christ 
are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room 
on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive.  Most people 
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue.  We have not 
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the 
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy 
Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join 
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship. 
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Parish Cycle of Prayer 
(Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 

 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Barbara Cox,  
Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison Gray, and  
Roger Nelson 
 

Week Two: 
Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony & 
John, Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle 
Moloney, Joe W., and Debbie & Mike Rossetti 
 

Week Three: 
Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Lisa P., Kathy Pothier, Tom & John 
Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, Amy Wright, Nina Lafauci,  
Steve P., Janice Noseworthy, and Gary Battite  
 

Week Four: 
Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello, Nancy 
White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Kevin O’Connor, and Jesse Tucker 
 
 

Parish Calendar: 
 

Aug  9   Sun  Rectory BBQ, 3 – 6pm (231 Bowdoin St., Winthrop) 

Sept 12  Sat   Town of Saugus Founders Day Celebration, 9 am - 3pm (details to follow) 

Oct  10  Sat   St. John’s Saugus Annual Roast Beef Dinner (details to follow - see website) 
 

Announcements 
 
Please note: our Bible study group will take a summer break for the month of July.     

 
 
 
 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev. Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director 

Ray Mears, Lay Reader ~ Colleen Marcotte, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 
Web: StJohnsSaugus.org   Email: StJohnsSaugus@gmail.com 


