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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

January 18, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 
Prelude  
 
Processional:  Christ, whose glory fills the skies                                                         Hymnal #7 

 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,  
Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o’er the shades of night:  
Dayspring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear.  
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;  
joyless is the day’s return till thy mercy’s beams I see;  
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.  
 

Visit then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!  
fill me, radiancy divine; scatter all my unbelief;  
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.  
 

Opening Acclamation:  
 

Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
         And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Confession                                                 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour  
Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have 
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Gloria                                                                                                    Hymnal S-280   
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day                                                                         A Prayer Book for Australia 

 

Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love 
you, and the strength of the hearts that serve you: Help us to know you that we may 
truly love you, and so love you that we may faithfully serve you, whose service is 
perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
First Lesson:   
A reading from The Prophet Isaiah (49:1-7) 
 

    Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named 
me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he 
made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are 
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, I 
have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
and my reward with my God.” 
    And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the 
sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength--he says, “It is too light a thing 
that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth.” 
    Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, 
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”   

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 40:1-12 
    Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses. 
 

1   I waited patiently upon the Lord; * 
    he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
2   He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 
    he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
3   He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * 
    many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 
4   Happy are they who trust in the Lord! * 
    they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
5   Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 
   how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 
    there is none who can be compared with you. 
6   Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 
    but they are more than I can count. 
7   In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
    (you have given me ears to hear you); 
8   Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
    and so I said, "Behold, I come.    
9   In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
    'I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart."' 
10   I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
    behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know. 
11   Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
   I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
    I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great  

    congregation. 
12   You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
    let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

 
Second Lesson:   
   A reading from The 1st Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1:1-9) 
 

    Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 
    To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
    Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
    I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
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and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.                            

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                          

Sequence Hymn:  By all your saints still striving (vv. 1 & 2)                                  Hymnal #232 
 

By all your saints still striving, 
for all your saints at rest, 
your holy Name, O Jesus 
forevermore be blessed! 
You rose, our King victorious, 
that we might wear the crown 
And ever shine in splendor 
reflected from your throne. 

All praise, O Lord, for Andrew, 
the first to follow you; 
he witnessed to his brother 
“This is Messiah true.” 
You called him from his fishing 
upon Lake Galilee; 
he rose to meet your challenge,  
“leave all and follow me.” 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:29-42). 
       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not 
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
    The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 
“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated 
Peter).                                                  The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sequence Hymn:   By all your saints still striving (v. 3)                                          Hymnal #232 
 

Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son 
and sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One, 
till all the ransomed number who stand before the throne 
ascribe all power and glory and praise to God alone. 

 
Homily                                               Fr. Walter Connelly 
 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father,   
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
            and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People:                              Common Worship, Church of England 
 

Worship Leader:  We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church. 
 

In Christ you have called us into one household as your beloved children. May our love 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ be strengthened by your grace. 
  Jesus, Lord of the Church:  in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be a temple where the Holy Spirit can dwell. 
Give us clean hands and pure hearts so that our lives will reflect your holiness. 
  Jesus, Lord of the Church:  in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be a light to the world, so that those in darkness come to you.  
May our lives shine as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all. 
  Jesus, Lord of the Church:  in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be members of your body, so that when one suffers, all suffer 
together. We ask for your comfort and healing power to bring hope to those in distress, 
especially Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph 
Nasuti, Lisa P., Carol Patrolia, Kathy Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, and 
Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, and Amy Wright.  
  Jesus, Lord of the Church:  in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be the Bride, where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. Welcome to 
your wedding feast Bob Simmons and all those who have gone before us in faith. 
  Jesus, Lord of the Church:  in your mercy hear us. 
 

Priest:  God of blazing light, through the power of the cross you shattered our darkness 
and set us free to live as your children. Give us courage and conviction, so that we may 
joyfully turn and follow you, led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

 
Peace and Announcements 
 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith,  
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.      

     The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works,  
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
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Offertory Hymn: In the bleak midwinter                    Hymnal #112 
 

1. In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, 
snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter,  
long ago. 

 
2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter 
a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God incarnate, 
Jesus Christ. 

3. Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim 
thronged the air, 
but his mother only, 
in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the beloved 
with a kiss. 

 
4. What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him 
give my heart. 

 
Doxology                                                Hymnal  #380 (v. 3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

Loving God, before the world began you called us. Make holy all we offer you this day, and 
strengthen us in that calling. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                 Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer F                        

The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, for by the breath of your 
mouth you have spoken your word, and all things have come into being. You fashioned us 
in your image and placed us in the garden of your delight. Though we chose the path of 
rebellion you would not abandon your own. Again and again, you drew us into your 
covenant of grace. You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets to look for 
your reign of justice, mercy and peace. As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, evermore praising you and singing: 
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   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                               Sanctus S-129  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, yet in the coming 
of your Son Jesus Christ you reveal the power of your love made perfect in our human 
weakness. Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation; loving us to the 
end, he gave himself to death for us; dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this 
in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 
 
Therefore, we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, we celebrate his 
resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on 
high and we long for his coming in glory. As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our 
redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation be to us the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; form us into the likeness of Christ and make us a 
perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. Bless the 
earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your Church with power from on 
high. Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast with Blessed Mary of 
Nazareth, Blessed John the Evangelist and all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
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Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

 
Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                         S-161 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in 
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
    Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in 
the life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar. 

 
 
 
 



11 
 

Post-communion Prayer   
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Epiphany Blessing:  
 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your hearts with 
the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
Recessional:  Jesus calls us o’er the tumult  (verses 1-4)                    Hymnal #550 
 

1. Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult  
of our life’s wild, restless sea,  
day by day his sweet voice soundeth,  
saying, “Christian, follow me!”  

 
2. as of old, Saint Andrew heard it  

by the Galilean lake,  
turned from home & toil & kindred, 
leaving all for his dear sake.  

3. Jesus calls us from the worship  
of the vain world’s golden store;  
from each idol that would keep us,  
saying, “Christian, love me more!”  
 

4. In our joys and in our sorrows,  
days of toil and hours of ease,  
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,  
“Christian, love me more than these!”  

 

Dismissal: 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude: 
 

Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church.  All those wishing to share in the life of Christ 
are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room 
on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive.  Most people 
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue.  We have not 
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the 
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy 
Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join 
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship. 
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Parish Calendar 
 

Weekly  Tue  Bible Study, Hurll Room, 10-11:00am 
Feb 1  Sun  Annual Meeting, Ashworth Hall, 10:30am 
Feb 17  Tue  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (time TBA) 
Feb 18  Wed  Ash Wednesday Liturgy and the Imposition of Ashes, 12pm 
Mar 14  Sat  Artisan Marketplace, 9am-2pm 
 

Announcements 
 

Pizza Fundraiser @ Prince Pizzeria, January 4 – 25 
 

 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 

 (Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 
 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Francine Carroll, 
Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison 
Gray, Jerica Hamre 

 

Week Two: 
Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony K., Janet 
Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle 
Moloney 

 

Week Three: 
Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti, Lisa P., 
Carol Patrolia, Kathy Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, 
Marilyn Aham, and Amy Wright 

 

Week Four: 
Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello,  
Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, Holly, and Kelly 
 

 

 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev.  Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

Linda Graves, Layreader & Colleen Marcotte, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 


