
               

The Fourth Sunday in Lent  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

March 10th, 2024 ~ 10AM 
 
 

Entrance Hymn #474 ~ When I survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
where the young Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the cross of Christ, my God: 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
 
 



A Penitential Order   
 

Officiant         Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
People  His mercy endures for ever. 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this:  Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God is the only 
Lord.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.  The second is this; Love your neighbor as yourself.  There are 
no two commandments greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 
 
This is the judgement that the light has come into the world, for the people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil.  Let us uncover our sin before the liberating 
light of Christ. 
 
Confession and Absolution  
 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
Kyrie             #S 96 ~ Lord, Have Mercy 

Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.   
 



Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread that he may live in us, and 
we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
 

Refrain:  Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you. 
 
By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept, when we remembered Zion 
On the aspens of that land we hung up our harps, 
Refrain 
 
For there our captors asked of us the lyrics of our songs, 
And our despoilers urged us to be joyous “Sing for us the songs of Zion!” 
Refrain 
 
How could we sing a song of the Lord in a foreign land? 
If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand be forgotten! 
Refrain 
 
May my tongue cleave to my palate if I remember you not 
If I place not Jerusalem ahead of my joy, 
Refrain 
 
The Old Testament 
Numbers 21:4-9 
 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent 
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 
The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and 
against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation:  Praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

                                   God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who     
                                   believes in him might have eternal life. 

  Praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
 
The Gospel 
John 3:14-21 
 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in or-
der that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because 
their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, 
so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
The Sermon                  The Rev. John Beach 
 
Scottish Hymn   A Touching Place  (music w/ insert) 
 
Christ’s is the world in which we move; 
Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love; 
Christ’s is the voice which calls us to care, 
and Christ is the one who meets us here. 
 

To the lost Christ shows his face, 
to the unloved he gives his embrace, 
to those who cry in pain or disgrace 

Christ makes, with his friends, a touching place. 
 

Feel for the people we must avoid - 
strange or bereaved or never employed. 
Feel for the women and feel for the men 

who fear that their living is all in vain. 
Refrain 

  



Feel for the parents who’ve lost their child, 
feel for the women whom men have defiled, 
feel for the baby for whom there’s no breast, 
and feel for the weary who find no rest. 
Refrain 
 

Feel for the lives by life confused, 
riddled with doubt, in loving abused; 
feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin, 
which longs to be pure but fears to begin. 
Refrain 
 
The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Sisters and brothers, confident in God’s love and mercy, let us pray for the world and for 
our needs saying, Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you created us in Christ Jesus for good works.  Help those who profess faith in 
Christ to do good in the world, following the way of life you have prepared for those who 
believe in him.  For the church of Jesus Christ,   
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 



Your children walk by your light, doing what is true, yet salvation is not earned by good 
works, but through trust in your grace.  Dispel from your children arrogance of heart, that 
the world may be drawn to your truth by their humble witness.   
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
In every age you call forth men and women of integrity to lead your people in the way of 
righteousness.  Help pastors and teachers fulfill their calling, give them courage to speak 
the truth in love, and shield them from temptation to misuse their authority.  For pastors 
and teachers,  
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
God, your reign encompasses all the earth, though nations may rebel against your justice.  
Save the nations from the wrath of their disobedience. Help them to dwell in peace and 
promote the common good.  For governments and leaders,  
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
You hear the cry of the sick and the afflicted.  Save them from their distress, heal them of 
their disease, and deliver them from the destructive power of suffering.  We remember 
especially; Elin Babin, David Bell, Ron, Paul Brophy, Maureen Burke, Norma Cahill, 
Marie Conners, Barbara Cox, Don DiGiacomo, Beth (Manoogian) DuPlessie, Jim &Tim 
Eldridge, Joanne Felci, Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Peggy Gibbs, Allison Gray, Patti  
Greene-Botticeli, Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Tom Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, 
Doris Kelly, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Phyllis Laidlaw, Dennis Lancaster, Janet Lancaster, Rachel 
Lesch, Robert Long, Melissa McSheffery, Matt, Lori, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, 
Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Margaret Parziale, 
Kathy Pothier, Sandy St. Clair, David St. Clair, Nancy Scarry, Terrie Sevier, Ray Shaw, 
Malcolm Silva, Gail Smith, Dom Tello, Nancy White, Marjorie Beach, Dave LeBaron, 
Walter, Baby Viviana, and Rachel.  For all who sorrow in distress,  
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
For the departed, we pray especially for members of the Davey Family: Madelyn, Edward 
Sr., Frank H., Eva, and Frank R.; Marilyn Kenney, Hilda & Samuel K. Brown, Sr.,         
John H. & Grace I. Belyea, Bea & Al DiGiacomo, Susan M. DiGiacomo, and most 
recently Kathy (Robinson) LeBlanc; that they have found peace in your heavenly kingdom.   
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, in Jesus Christ you have shown your love for the world.  Receive our prayers, grant 
us what we need, save us from perishing, and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                  
 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 



Communion Anthem 
 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 
God of mercy and compassion, your word calls us home to faith and love.  Accept all we 
offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Officiant   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Officiant   Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right to do so. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus     S 129 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Officiant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one 
of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 



He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Officiant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever.  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                      
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Officiant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Behold the gifts prepared by the Teacher who ate with sinners: Draw near to the banquet of 
mercy, partake of the feast of forgiveness. 
 
Behold the living bread come down from heaven:  Those who eat of it will never die.  This 
is the Lord’s Table, and all are welcomed here. 
 
Anthem during Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Giver of life, your enlighten all who come into the world.  Fill our hearts with the splendor 
of your grace, that we may perfectly love you and worthily praise your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn                   # 470 ~ There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; 
there’s a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty. 
There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good;  
there is mercy with the Savior, there is healing in his blood.  
 
There is no place where Earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;  
there is no place were Earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;  
there joy for all the members in the sorrow of the Head.  
 
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, we should take him at his word; 
and our life would be thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 
 
 



The Dismissal 
 

Officiant  Eager to proclaim and share God's reconciling love, go in peace to love and  
  Serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

Multicultural Indigenous Welcome Gathering  
Saturday, March 23rd – 5pm 

 

organized by The Ministry of Immigration Partnership (MIP)   

‘Where there is hatred, let me sow love’ 
Guest Speaker, Bishop Carol Gallagher 

Refreshments will be served; all are welcome, please RSVP  
to Jocelyn Collen at jcollen(at)diomass.org    

 
Holy Week Schedule  

 

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, March 24th – 10am  

Maundy Thursday, March 28th – Agape meal at 6pm and worship at 7pm 

Good Friday, March 29th – Service at Noon (no evening worship) 
 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  
Sunrise service in our Memorial Garden (weather permitting) – 6am   

Holy Eucharist at 10am  

 
Weekly Prayer List 

 

Please help us to keep this list current– kindly inform the parish office of  
any changes or additions.  Thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev. John Beach, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

Sandy St. Clair, Worship Leader ~ Janice Merritt, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 

 

Tel: 781-233-1242   Email: StJohnsSaugus@Gmail.com 


