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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Saugus, Massachusetts 

 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

June 21, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 

 

Prelude  
 
Processional: Thou, whose Almighty Word  (vv. 1-3)                   Hymnal  #371 
 

1. Thou, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the Gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 

2. Thou, who didst come to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to humankind 
let there be light! 

 
3. Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy Dove, 
speed forth Thy flight; 
Move on the water's face, 
bearing the gifts of grace, 
and, in earth's darkest place, 
let there be light! 
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Opening Acclamation:  
Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
    And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Confession:                    

‘How often have I longed to gather your children, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings,’ says the Lord, ‘but you would not come to me.’ 
Let us as wayward children return to God and confess our sins. 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Kyrie:    Lord, have mercy 

          Christ, have mercy 
   Lord, have mercy 

 
Absolution 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria                                                                                              Heritage Mass – in pew rack.  

 

Glory to God in the highest! 
    Peace to his people on earth. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    In the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day                                                                           A Prayerbook for Australia   
 

Gracious God, we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death: We 
pray that, as you raised him from death, so by your power of the Holy Spirit we may live 
the new life to your glory,  knowing ourselves to be dead in sin but alive for you in Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
First Lesson:    

A reading from The Prophet Jeremiah (20:7-13)  
    O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you 
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For 
whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" For the word of 
the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. If I say, "I will not 
mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within me there is something like a 
burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
    For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce 
him!" All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. "Perhaps he can be enticed, and 
we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him." But the Lord is with me like a 
dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be 
greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.  Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
    O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your 
retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise 
the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.  
                                                                            The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 69: 8-11, 18-20  
   Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses.           

8   Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * 
   and shame has covered my face. 
9   I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * 
   an alien to my mother's children. 
10  Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 
   the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
11  I humbled myself with fasting, * 
   but that was turned to my reproach. 
18  Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; * 
   in your great compassion, turn to me.' 
19  "Hide not your face from your servant; * 
   be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
20   Draw near to me and redeem me; * 
   because of my enemies deliver me. 

 
Second Lesson:   

A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans (6:1b-11)   
    Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
    For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life 
he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.                                                   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn:  O Jesus, I have promised (vv. 1-2)                                                  Hymnal #655 
 

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end: 
be thou forever near me, my Master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle, if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway, if thou wilt be my guide. 
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2. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul. 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (10:24-39). 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above 
the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. 
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they malign 
those of his household! 
    “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; 
and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. 
    “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my 
Father in heaven. 
    “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be 
members of one’s own household. 
    Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”           

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sequence Hymn:  O Jesus, I have Promised (v. 3)                Hymnal #655 
 

3. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow, my Master and my friend. 

 
Homily                                               Fr. Walter Connelly 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father,   
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
            and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:                             

Lay Leader:  Father, we pray for your Holy Catholic Church; 
 That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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Remembering Sean our Presiding Bishop; Julia, Ian and Mary our bishops; 
and Walter our priest, we pray all for bishops, priests and deacons; 
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Remembering Donald our President and Maura our Governor, 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
 That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Remembering especially Jill Puopolo-Watson, Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, 
Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti, Lisa P., Carol Patrolia, Kathy & Keelan Pothier, Tom & 
John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, and all those we hold in our 
hearts before you this day: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief, illness 
or trouble; 
 That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Remembering Edgar K. Schaffner: Give to the departed eternal rest; 
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for all your saints who have entered into joy; 
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
A Collect for Juneteenth:  
Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image. Grant us grace to contend 
fearlessly against evil and to make no peace with oppression. Help us, like those of 
generations before us, resist the evil of slavery and human bondage in any form and any 
manner of oppression. Help us to use our freedoms to bring justice among people and 
nations everywhere, to the glory of your Holy name through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Priest: God of strength and courage, call us to the risk of faith and service; and give us 
grace to follow him who gave himself for others, so that in our loving service we may 
find the life he came to bring; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Peace and Announcements 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 
you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity 
of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you.  

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Offertory:  Faith of our Fathers!                                                 Hymnal #558 
 

1. Faith of our fathers! living still  
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword:  
O how our hearts beat high with joy,  
When-e’er we hear that glorious word:  
 
Refrain:  
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!  
We will be true to thee till death.  

 
 
 

2. Faith of our fathers! faith and prayer 
shall win all nations unto thee; 
and thru the truth that comes from God, 
mankind shall then indeed be free. 
  Refrain 

 
3. Faith of our fathers! we will love  

both friend and foe in all our strife:  
and preach thee, too, as love knows how,  
by kindly deeds and virtuous life.  
  Refrain 

 
Doxology                                                            (v. 3)   Hymnal  #380  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
Eternal God, you have made our Saviour Jesus Christ the head of all creation. Receive all 
we offer you this day and renew us in his risen life, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                 Anglican Church of Canada  Prayer S-3  
 

    The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right to thank you and praise you, holy and gracious God, creator of all things, 
ruler of heaven and earth, sustainer of life, for you are the source of all goodness, rich in 
mercy and abounding in love; you are faithful to your people in every generation, and your 
word endures for ever. Therefore, with angels and archangels, with the fellowship of saints 
and the company of heaven, we glorify your holy name, evermore praising you and singing: 
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    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might             Heritage Mass – in pew rack  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise you, merciful Father, not as we ought, but as we are able, because in your tender 
love you gave the world your only Son, in order that the world might be saved through him. 
He made you known by taking the form of a servant, healing the sick, liberating the 
oppressed, reaching out to the lost. Betrayed, reviled, and nailed to the cross, he confronted 
the power of sin and disarmed it for ever. In his offering of himself, he became the perfect 
and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Redeemed by Christ, we have been 
adopted as your children; by your pardon you have made us worthy to praise you. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave you 
thanks, broke the bread, gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
In obedience to him and with grateful hearts we approach your holy table, remembering 
our Saviour’s sacrifice, and rejoicing in his victory. Confident in his sovereign purpose, we 
declare our faith. 
 
    Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit on us that as we receive this bread and this cup we may partake of 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. May we be renewed in his risen life, filled with love, and strengthened in our 
will to serve others; and make of our lives, we pray, a pure and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
you, knitting us together as one in your Son Jesus Christ, through whom, and with whom, 
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory be yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

 
Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                        Heritage Mass – in pew rack  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in 
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
    Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in 
the life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar. 
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Post-communion Prayer   
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing:  
 

Life is indeed short, and we have so little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 
way with us. So be swift to love and hasten to be kind.  And the blessing of our gracious 
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

 
Recessional:  Christ for the World we Sing                                                Hymnal #537 
 

1. Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with loving zeal; 
the poor, and them that mourn, 
the faint and overborne, 
sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 
for Christ doth heal. 

 
2. Christ for the world we sing! 

the world to Christ we bring 
with fervent prayer; 
the wayward and the lost, 
by restless passions tossed, 
redeemed at countless cost 
from dark despair. 

3. Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with one accord; 
with us the work to share, 
with us reproach to dare, 
with us the cross to bear, 
for Christ our Lord. 

 
4. Christ for the world we sing! 

The world to Christ we bring 
with joyful song; 
the newborn souls whose days, 
reclaimed from error's ways, 
inspired with hope and praise, 
to Christ belong. 

 
Dismissal: 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: 
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Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church.  All those wishing to share in the life of Christ 
are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room 
on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive.  Most people 
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue.  We have not 
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the 
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy 
Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join 
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship. 

 
Parish Calendar 
 

Aug  9  Sun  Rectory BBQ, 3-6pm (231 Bowdoin St., Winthrop) 
 

Parish Cycle of Prayer 
 (Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 

 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Francine Carroll, 
Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Kelly Dodge, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth 
Garrett, Allison Gray, Jerica Hamre 

 
Week Two: 

Will Hare, Carolyn & Tom Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, 
Anthony K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet 
Miraglia, Jonelle Moloney, 

 
Week Three: 

Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti, Lisa P., Carol 
Patrolia, Kathy & Keelan Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & 
David St. Clair 

 
Week Four: 

Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello, Steve 
& Kathy, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, Holly, and Kelly. 
 

 
Participants in this Service: 

 

The Rev. Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director 

Sandy Mears, Lay Reader ~ Colleen Marcotte, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 


