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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
 

First Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Baptism of the Lord 

 

January 11, 2026 - 9am Holy Eucharist 
 

 

Prelude  
 
Processional:  Songs of thankfulness and praise (vv. 1 - 3)                                             Hymnal #135 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,  
manifested by the star to the sages from afar;  
branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem;  
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.  
 
Manifest at Jordan's stream, Prophet, Priest and King supreme;  
and at Cana, wedding guest, in thy Godhead manifest;  
manifest in power divine, changing water into wine;  
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.  
 
Manifest in making whole palsied limbs and fainting soul;  
manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil's might;  
manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill;  
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.  
 

Opening Acclamation:  
Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

         And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Epiphany Kyrie                                                                  Common Worship, Church of England 

 

Because God was merciful, he saved us through the water of rebirth and the renewing 
power of the Holy Spirit. But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. Let us 
return to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises by confessing our sins in penitence. 

 

God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
      Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
      Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
      Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Absolution 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria                                                                                                        Hymnal S-280   
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day                                                                             A Prayer Book for Australia 

 

Loving God, your Son came to seek the lost, and was baptised with sinners: Grant that 
we, who have been baptised in his name, may reach out in love to those in need with the 
mercy of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  
First Lesson:   
A reading from The Prophet Isaiah (42:1-9). 

 

    Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his 
voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning 
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 
    Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to 
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give 
to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
                          The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 29      

Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses. 
1  Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
   worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
   the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
   the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
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5  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
   the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
   and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7   The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
  the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
   the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8  The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
   and strips the forests bare. 
9  And in the temple of the Lord * 
   all are crying, "Glory!" 
10  The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
   the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. >>> 
11  The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
   the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
Second Lesson:   
    A reading from The Acts of the Apostles (10:34-43).      

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
                                                                                           

Sequence Hymn:   The sinless one to Jordan came (vv. 1 & 2)                                   Hymnal #120  
 
The sinless one to Jordan came,  
and in the river shared our stain;  
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled,  
and chose the path his Father willed.  

 
Up rising from the waters there,  
and Father’s voice did then declare  
that Christ, the Son of God, had come  
to lead his scattered people home.  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (3:13-17). 
       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”             
                                                            The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sequence Hymn:   The sinless one to Jordan came (v. 3)                                      Hymnal #120 

 

Above him see the heavenly Dove, the sign of God the Father’s love,  
now by the Holy Spirit shed upon the Son’s anointed head. 

 
Homily                                               Fr. Walter Connelly 
 
Baptismal Covenant 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
           creator of heaven and earth. 
 
   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
             He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
               He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
                He descended to the dead. 
                 On the third day he rose again. 
                 He ascended into heaven, 
                   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
                 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
              the Holy Catholic Church, 
                the communion of saints, 
                 the forgiveness of sins, 
                 the resurrection of the body +, 
                and the life everlasting. 
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 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
     in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
    I will, with God’s help. 
 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,         
        repent and return to the Lord? 
    I will, with God’s help. 
 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
    I will, with God’s help. 
 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
    I will, with God’s help. 
 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
     and respect the dignity of every human being? 
    I will, with God’s help. 
 
Prayers of the People:                              Common Worship, Church of England 

 

Worship Leader:  Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Washed clean by       
        the waters of baptism, let us pray that we may live the life to which he has called us. 
 

Lord Jesus, eternal Word, proclaimed as the Christ by John the forerunner, 
hear us as we pray for all who proclaim your word.  
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, baptizing with the Spirit and with fire, strengthen us  
to withstand all the trials of our faith. 
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, bringing forgiveness to all who repent, 
teach your Church dependence on your grace. 
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, fulfilment of the promises of old, give hope to all who suffer or are ignored, 
remembering especially Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, 
Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, 
Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, and Jonelle Moloney. 
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, beloved Son of the Father, anoint us with the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, bringer of hope, share with Robert & Ann Russell and all the faithful 
departed the riches of eternal life. 
  Lord of truth, hear our prayer. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, in you the Father makes us and all things new. Transform the poverty 
of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known 
your heavenly glory. Amen. 
 
Priest:  God of glory, immerse us in your grace, mark us with your image, and raise us to 
live our baptismal promises, so that, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we may follow the 
example of Christ your beloved in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Peace and Announcements 

 

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and,  
as a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.    

  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works,  
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 
Offertory Hymn:   O love, how deep, how broad (verses 1-3 & 6)                                 Hymnal #448 
 

1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high,  
how passing thought and fantasy  
that God, the Son of God, should take  
our mortal form for mortals’ sake.  
 

2. For us baptized, for us he bore   
His holy fast and hungered sore;   
for us temptations sharp he knew;  
for us the tempter overthrew.  

3. For us he prayed; for us he taught;  
for us his daily works he wrought:   
by words and signs and actions, thus  
still seeking not himself, but us.  
 

 6.  All glory to our Lord and God   
for love so deep, so high, so broad;  
the Trinity whom we adore  
for ever and for evermore.

  
Doxology                                                Hymnal  #380 (v. 3) 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, for us to see Jesus interceding for us; may we be willing to 
share his baptism, ready to share his cup and strengthened to serve him for ever. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                 Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer A                      

  The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you.  
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Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. You celebrated your new gift of baptism in 
signs and wonders at the Jordan. Your voice was heard from heaven to awaken faith in the 
presence among us of your Word made flesh. Your Spirit was seen as a dove, revealing Jesus 
as your servant, and anointing him with the oil of gladness to preach the good news to the 
poor. Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, we rejoice to echo the song 
of the angels in heaven for ever praising you and singing: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                               Sanctus S-129  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we 
follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his Body and Blood; 
 
Who, in same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
In same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my Blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
may for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon 
the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension’ and with this Bread 
and this Cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through Jesus, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as 
we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, renew us by your 
Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in the Body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the holy Spirit, with all who stand 
before you in earth and heaven, we worship you Father almighty, in songs of everlasting 
praise:  Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

 
Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                         S-161 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 

 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together in 
praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples. 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

    Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in 
the life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar. 

 
Post-communion Prayer   

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
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Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing:  
 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life, perfect in you 
the image of his glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
Recessional:  Christ, when for us you were baptized (verses 1-4)                               Hymnal #121 
 

1. Christ, when for us you were baptized  
God’s Spirit on you came,  
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as yet urgent as a flame. 
  

2. God called you his belovèd Son,  
called you his servant true,  
sent you his kingdom to proclaim,  
his holy will to do.  

3. Straightway and steadfast until death  
you then obeyed his call,  
freely as Son of Man to serve,  
and give your life for all.  
 

4. Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord,  
your cross on us be signed,  
that, likewise in God’s service we  
may perfect freedom find.                

 
Dismissal: 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude: 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church.  All those wishing to share in the life of Christ 
are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room 
on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive.  Most people 
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue.  We have not 
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the 
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy 
Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join 
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship. 
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Parish Calendar 
 

Weekly  Tue  Bible Study, Hurll Room, 10 - 11:00am 
Jan 11  Sun  First Sunday after Epiphany. Holy Eucharist, 9:00am 
Jan  13  Tue  Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hurll Room, 11:30am 
Jan  14  Wed  Interfaith Brownbag Lunch in Hurll Room, 12pm 
Feb 1  Sun  Annual Meeting, Ashworth Hall, 10:30am 
Feb 17  Tue  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Details and time to be announced)  

Feb 18  Wed  Ash Wednesday Liturgy and the Imposition of Ashes, 12pm 
Mar 14  Sat  Artisan Marketplace, 9am - 2pm  
 
 

Announcements 
 

Pizza Fundraiser @ Prince Pizzeria, January 4 – 25 ~ see flyer or Jeanne Seaboyer for details. 
 
 
 
 

Parish Cycle of Prayer 
 (Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 

 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Francine Carroll, 
Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison 
Gray, Jerica Hamre 

 
Week Two: 

Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony K., 
Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia,  
Jonelle Moloney, 

 
Week Three: 

Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph Nasuti, Lisa P., 
Carol Patrolia, Kathy Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair 

 
Week Four: 

Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello, Steve & 
Kathy, Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol Ann, Patty, Holly, and Kelly. 
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 Current St. John’s Officers and Vestry (2025) 
 

Officers: Donna Manoogian, Sr. Warden, John Rogalski, Jr. Warden, Phil Littlehale, Treasurer,  
Paul Felci, Asst. Treasurer, and Brenda Caggiano, Clerk of the Vestry 

 
Vestry: William ‘Bill’ Bidmead, Sr. (2026), Rose Holt (2027) Joanne Lancaster (2027),  

M. ‘Dibby’ LeBlanc (2026), Colleen Marcotte (2028), and Sandy St. Clair (2028) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev.  Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

John Rogalski, Layreader & Joanne Lancaster, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 


