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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
 
 

The First Sunday after Christmas 
December 28, 2025 – 9:00 AM 

 

Prelude  
 
Entrance Hymn: Angels from the realms of glory (verses 1, 2 & 4)  Hymn #93 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye, who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 

Refrain: come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.  
 

Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with you is now residing; yonder shines the infant Light:  
 

Refrain 
 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear:  
 

Refrain 
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Opening Acclamation:  
 

Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
         And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Kyrie Confession                 Common Worship, Church of England 

 

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness  
of our hearts. Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. 

 

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him.  
    Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a 
manger:forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
    Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts.  
    Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 
 

The God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and 
cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of 
his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria                                Hymn S-280 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,     

Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day                                    Common Worship 

 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your 
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, 
may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Lesson:   A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3) 
  

    I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in 
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For 
Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by 
a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the 
hand of your God.                

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 147:13-21 
    Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses. 

 

13  Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
   praise your God, O Zion; 
14  For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
   he has blessed your children within you. 
15  He has established peace on your borders; * 
   he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
16  He sends out his command to the earth, * 
   and his word runs very swiftly. 
17  He gives snow like wool; * 
   he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
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18  He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
   who can stand against his cold? 
19  He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
   he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
20  He declares his word to Jacob, * 
   his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
21  He has not done so to any other nation; * 
   to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah! 

 
Second Lesson: 
   A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (3:23-25; 4:4-7). 

   
  Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under 
the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore, the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by 
faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian. 
    But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.               
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn:  The snow lay on the ground (verses 1, 2 & 4)         Hymn #110  
 

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 

Refrain: Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum. 
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'Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, 
that brought into this world the God made man. 
She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; 
the ass and oxen shared the roof with them.  
 

Refrain 
 

And thus that manger poor became a throne; 
for he whom Mary bore was God the Son. 
O come, then, let us join the heavenly host; 
to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

Refrain 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-18) 
       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
    There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 
    He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
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children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
    And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and 
truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I 
said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him 
known.         The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Homily                                                    Fr. Walter Connelly 
 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
   

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:              Common Worship, Church of England   

 
Worship Leader: Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, who has brought  

 us out of darkness and into his own marvelous light. 
 

Christ born for us, Son of God given for us: help us to know you, 
to worship and to serve you. 
    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
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Wonderful counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom: help 
the Church to reveal the mystery of your love and fill her with the 
Spirit of truth … 
    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders: guide the 
leaders of the nations and bring in your kingdom of justice and 
righteousness. 
    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

Everlasting Father, you call us to live together in unity: protect by 
your mercy all your children, bless our families and renew our 
communities. 
    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

Prince of peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your 
healing power give to all who suffer … your gift of wholeness and 
peace. 
    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Christ your radiance filled a lowly manger: give the glory of your 
resurrection to all who rest in you, especially Philip and Bryan Scott 
LaVoie, and Robert & Dorothy Whitney.   

    Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit: 
    hear our prayer, receive our praises, fill our lives. Amen. 
 

Priest: God whose Word became flesh, breathe a new song of joy 
and praise into the world, so that we may bear the good news of 
your salvation and proclaim your promise of peace to the ends of 
the earth; through Christ the Word. Amen.  
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Peace and Announcements 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall 
be called the Prince of Peace.  
 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
        And also with you. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 

 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works, and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  See, amid the winter’s snow (verses 1, 2, 5, & 6)  Edward Caswall 

 

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below, 
see, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 
 

Refrain   Hail, thou ever blessèd morn! Hail redemption's happy dawn! 
              Sing through all Jerusalem, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

 

Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies: 
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim! 

Refrain 
 

Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this! 

Refrain 
 
Teach, O teach us, holy Child, by Thy face so meek and mild, 
teach us to resemble Thee, in Thy sweet humility. 

Refrain 
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Doxology                                                            Hymn  #380 (v.3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
    Word made flesh, life of the world, in your incarnation you 
embraced our poverty: by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving             Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer B                   

 

The Lord be with you.      
     And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
     We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty 
creator, ever-living God. We give you thanks and praise for your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen race 
humbled himself, and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us. In this mystery 
of the Word made flesh you have caused his light to shine in our 
hearts, to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the 
love of the God we cannot see. Therefore, with all the angels of 
heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and 
sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
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 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,      Hymn S-129  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect 
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his 
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we 
bring before you this bread and this cup, and we thank you for 
counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 
the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Fraction:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
                     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                 Hymn S-161 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 

 

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let 
us join together in praying for that spiritual communion shared by 
all Christ’s disciples. 
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My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse 
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 
never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
Post-communion Prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Christmas Blessing:  
 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
 



15 
 

Recessional:  Good Christian friends, rejoice                         Hymn #107 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest for evermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
  
Dismissal:  
 

Alleluia. Alleluia Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 

Altar flowers given to the glory of  God in loving remembrance of:   

 
Philip and Bryan Scott LaVoie, and Robert & Dorothy Whitney   
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Parish Cycle of Prayer 
 (Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes – thank you.) 

 

Week One of the Month: 
Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, 
Francine Carroll, Barbara Cox, Ken DiBiccari, Kelly Dodge, Jim & Tim 
Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison Gray, Jerica Hamre 

 
Week Two: 

Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, 
Anthony K., Janet Lancaster, Melissa McSheffery, Ray Mears, Matt, Mary & 
Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle Moloney, 

 
Week Three: 

Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Ralph 
Nasuti, Lisa P., Carol Patrolia, Kathy Pothier, Tom & John Puckett, Shirley 
Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair 

 
Week Four: 

Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & 
Joanie Tello, Kathy Webber, Nancy White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Carol 
Ann, Patty, Holly, and Kelly. 

 
Parish Calendar 

 

Dec. 30  Tue  Bible Study, Hurll Room/Chapel, 10-11:00am 
Jan. 4   Sun  The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist, 9:00am 
Feb. 1  Sun  Annual Meeting, Ashworth Hall,10:30am 
 

 
Participants in this Service: 

 

The Rev. Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

John Rogalski, Worship Leader & Colleen Marcotte, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 


