
               

The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

March 17th, 2024 ~ 10AM 
 
 

Entrance Hymn #149 ~ Eternal Lord of Love 
 
Eternal Lord of love, behold your Church  
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,  
moved by your love and toward your presence bent:  
far off yet here - the goal of all desire.  
 

So daily dying to the way of self, so daily living to your way  
of love, we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,  
knowing ourselves baptized into your death:  
so we are dead and live with you in God.  
 

If dead in you, so in you we arise,  
you the first born of all the faithful dead;  
and as through stony ground the green shoots break,  
glorious in spring time but dress of leaf and flower,  
so in the Father's glory shall we wake. 
 

A Penitential Order   
 

Officiant    The hour comes, and now is, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant       
                 with my people.  
People       It shall not be written upon tablets of stone, but upon the tablets of the heart. 

Officiant    We shall no longer instruct our neighbours from a book. 
People       They shall no longer need any teacher but the Lord. 

All:           Waken our ears, O Lord, and speak to us the words of your covenant. 



Jesus said, “The first commandment is this:  Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God is the only 
Lord.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.  The second is this; Love your neighbor as yourself.  There are 
no two commandments greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 
 
This is the judgement that the light has come into the world, for the people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil.  Let us uncover our sin before the liberating 
light of Christ. 
 
Confession and Absolution  
 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
Kyrie             #S 96 ~ Lord, Have Mercy 

Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.   
 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



The Psalm 
Psalm 51:1-13 
 

Refrain:  Create a clean heart, a clean heart in me, O God. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God in your goodness, 
in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offence 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt, And of my sin cleans me. 
Refrain 
 
A clean heart create for me, O God, And a steadfast spirit renew within me. 
Cast me not out from your presence, And your Holy Spirit take not from me. 
Refrain 
 
Give me back the joy of your salvation, And a willing spirit sustain in me. 
I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners shall return to you. 
 
The Old Testament 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or 
say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
                                   Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord; and where I am,  
                                   there also will my servant be. 

  Praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
 
The Gospel 
John 12:20-33 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 



truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 
the Father will honor. 
 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And 
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to 
indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The Sermon                  The Rev. John Beach 
 
The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the People 
 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
During the final days of his earthly life, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with 
loud cries and tears, and in faithful obedience, he opened the way to eternal salvation.  Let 
us open our hearts this day as we lift up our deepest needs and concerns to the One who is 
mighty to save. 
 
We pray for all leaders and people, that by the power of your cross you would drive out all 
violence, domination, and injustice in our world as you draw us to your Christ.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
We pray for our ravaged world, remembering particularly the people of Gaza, Israel, and 
Ukraine, that you would teach us to walk together in your way of righteous and peace.  
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
We pray for the vocation of the church, that our prayers would bear the fruit of action as 
we hear the cries of pain and suffering of those in need.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
We pray for the poor, the terrified, and the oppressed, and those who are too much 
alone, that they may find a home in you as we serve them in your name.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick and the suffering, in particular Elin Babin, David Bell, Ron, Paul 
Brophy, Maureen Burke, Norma Cahill, Marie Conners, Barbara Cox, Don DiGiacomo, 
Beth (Manoogian) DuPlessie, Jim &Tim Eldridge, Joanne Felci, Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, 
Peggy Gibbs, Allison Gray, Patti Greene-Botticeli, Will Hare, Carolyn Hashem, Tom 
Hashem, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Doris Kelly, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Dennis Lancaster, 
Janet Lancaster, Rachel Lesch, Robert Long, Melissa McSheffery, Matt, Lori, Mary & 
Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara 
Murray, Margaret Parziale, Kathy Pothier, Sandy St. Clair, David St. Clair, Nancy Scarry, 
Terrie Sevier, Ray Shaw, Malcolm Silva, Gail Smith, Dom Tello, Kathy Webber, Nancy 
White, Marjorie Beach, Dave LeBaron, Walter, Baby Viviana, and Rachel.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
As your son anticipated his death on the cross in light of your steadfast love, may all who 
have died or who are dying be at rest in your eternal care.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
 
 



For those we love, but see no longer, especially Margaret, Allan, and Bill St. Clair,  
Mr. & Mrs. Otis Russell Smith, Manuel Macedo, and Charles & Evelyn Maag; welcome 
them into your peaceful kingdom.   
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit we glorify you, almighty God, 
with unending thanks and praise.  Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                  
 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Communion Anthem 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
God of mercy and compassion, your word calls us home to faith and love.  Accept all we 
offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Officiant   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Officiant   Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right to do so. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 
 
 
 



Sanctus     S 129 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Officiant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one 
of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Officiant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever.  AMEN. 
 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                      
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Officiant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their 
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from 
actually receiving Holy Communion. 
 
The Officiant invites the following prayer to be said by all. 
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love 
you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May 
I live in you and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
Behold the gifts prepared by the Teacher who ate with sinners: Draw near to the banquet of 
mercy, partake of the feast of forgiveness. Behold the living bread come down from heaven: 
Those who eat of it will never die.  This is the Lord’s Table, and all are welcomed here. 
 
Anthem during Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Giver of life, your enlighten all who come into the world.  Fill our hearts with the splendor 
of your grace, that we may perfectly love you and worthily praise your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 



Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn                   #495 ~ Hail Thou Once Despised Jesus  
 

Hail, thou once despised Jesus! Hail, thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us; thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, thou universal Savior, bearer of our sin and shame! 
By thy merit we find favor: life is given through thy Name. 
 
Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, all our sins on thee were laid: 
by almighty love anointed, thou hast full atonement made. 
All thy people are forgiven through the virtue of thy blood: 
opened is the gate of heaven, reconciled are we with God. 
 
Jesus, hail! enthroned in glory, there for ever to abide; 
all the heavenly hosts adore thee, seated at thy Father's side. 
There for sinners thou art pleading: there thou dost our place prepare; 
ever for us interceding, till in glory we appear. 
 
Worship, honor, power, and blessing thou art worthy to receive; 
highest praises, without ceasing, right it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, all your noblest anthems raise; 
help to sing our Savior's merits, help to chant Emmanuel's praise! 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Officiant  Eager to proclaim and share God's reconciling love, go in peace to love and  
  Serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements/Reminders 
 

Multicultural Indigenous Welcome Gathering  
Saturday, March 23rd – 5pm 

 

organized by The Ministry of Immigration Partnership (MIP)   
‘Where there is hatred, let me sow love’ 

Guest Speaker, Bishop Carol Gallagher 
Refreshments will be served; all are welcome, please RSVP  

to Jocelyn Collen at jcollen(at)diomass.org    
 

Holy Week Schedule  
 

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, March 24th ~ 10am  
Evening Prayer:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and (Good) Friday ~ 7pm   

Maundy Thursday, March 28th ~ Agape meal at 6pm and worship at 7pm 
Good Friday, March 29th ~ Holy Eucharist at Noon 

 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  
Sunrise service in our Memorial Garden (weather permitting) ~ 6am   

Holy Eucharist ~ 10am  
 

Counting 
 

As Holy Week falls at the end of March, we will not be counting this month.                 
Our next count is planned for Sunday, April 7th - please forward any memorial              
gifts, pledges, etc. beforehand.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

 
Easter Prayer List 

 

Kindly forward names for the Easter prayer list in remembrance (or in thanksgiving)         
to the parish office no later than this Thursday, the 21st.  Thank you.       

 
Participants in this Service: 

 

The Rev. John Beach, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

Ray Mears, Worship Leader ~ Colleen Marcotte, L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 

 

Tel: 781-233-1242   Email: StJohnsSaugus@Gmail.com 


