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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 10th, 2023 ~ 10am 

 

Prelude  
 
Entrance Hymn #494 ~ Crown Him with Many Crowns (verses 1-3 & 5) 
 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own; 
awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Son of God before the worlds began, 
and ye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of man; 
who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast, 
and takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest. 
 
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save; 
his glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 
Crown him the Lord of heaven, enthroned in worlds above; 
crown him the King, to whom is given, the wondrous name of Love. 
Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall, 
crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all. 
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Leader:    Praise the Lord! 
People:   Sing God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful, for the Lord takes pleasure in the people. 
 

Leader:   Let the faithful sing for joy. 

 
The Gloria                             1982 Hymnal   S 280 
  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth,  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.   
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father. Amen.                       
 
The Collect 
 
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in 
their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament 
Exodus 12:1-14 
 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 
You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; 
they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it 
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This 
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 
and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings 
and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be 
a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
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This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
The Psalm    (Let us read it responsively) 
Psalm 149 
 

1 Hallelujah! 
Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
 

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * 
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
 

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
 

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * 
and adorns the poor with victory. 
 

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
let them be joyful on their beds. 
 

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * 
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * 
and punishment on the peoples; 
 

8 To bind their kings in chains * 
and their nobles with links of iron; 
 

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * 
this is glory for all his faithful people. 
Hallelujah! 

 
The Epistle 
Romans 13:8-14 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 
shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the 
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
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Gospel Hymn #423 ~ Immortal, Invisible, God only wise  
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 
 

Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 
 
The Gospel 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two 
of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened 
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
 
The Sermon                                                          The Rev. John Beach 
 
The Nicene Creed   
                                                        
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying, Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the church, deliver it from evil, and make it holy in every way, that all people may see the light of 
your salvation through the witness of your faithful servants. 
 

For the church of Jesus Christ, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Arouse the leaders of your church to prophetic witness, especially our Bishops, Michael, Alan, and 
Carol, our priest, John.  Help them to proclaim your justice fearlessly, to embody your righteousness 
sincerely, and to practice your mercy selflessly. 
 

For our pastors, teachers, and ministers, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Uphold the leaders of governments, especially our president, Joe, our governor, Maura.  Give them 
sound judgment and merciful hearts, and lead them to do what is right in upholding the common 
good. 
 

For the world and for its leaders, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let Earth be a gentle home for us, heal the destruction of fire, flood, and drought, that life may flourish 
and every creature rejoice in the goodness of creation. 
 

For the good earth, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Bless children and those who care for them.  Defend our children; enable them to thrive in mind and 
body, and grow in wisdom and strength.  Give them parents and guardians who are faithful in their 
duty to provide for their needs and guard them from danger. 
 

For children, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Heal those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially ones named in our weekly prayer list, and 
uphold those who are able to support them in their need. 
 

For the sick and all in distress, Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
These prayers we offer through Christ by the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Moment of silence 
 
Accept and heed all these prayers through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Officiant Jesus Christ overcame evil with good so that all people might be saved from sin.  Let us 

then confess our need for grace, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 
 
The Peace                                                          
 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you. 
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Invitation to the Offering 
 
Let us be glad in our Maker and rejoice in our King.  Let us praise God’s name with dancing and music; 
let us bring to God our tithes and offerings. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
Choral Anthem             
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Great and holy God, accept our offering of labor and love.  May we bring you true and spiritual worship 
and be one with you.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
  
Doxology                                                         1982 Hymnal  #380 vs. 3 only 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.  
 
Merciful God, receive all we offer you this day.  Give us grace to love one another so that your love may 
be made perfect in us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Officiant proceeds 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with 
them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
Minister and People 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Officiant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name. 
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Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.  
AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                      
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread                                                                                            
 
Officiant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   
 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 
Communion. 
 
The Officiant invites the following prayer to be said by all. 
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all 
things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let 
me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 
 
Fraction Anthem                                                                  1982 Hymnal #S 155 ~ Christ, our Passover 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Officiant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  This is God’s table, and everyone is welcome   
                       here. 

 
Distribution of Communion 

 
Post-communion Prayer       
 
Father, your word and sacrament give us food and life. May we who have shared in holy things bear 
fruit to your honor and glory, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
 
May the Lord who made heaven and earth, 
The Christ who lived and died for all, 
And the Spirit who renews our mind and hearts 
Abide with you and all God’s people, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Recessional Hymn   #390  ~ Praise to the Lord  
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
join the great throng, psaltery, organ, and song, 
sounding in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 
borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
who with his love doth befriend thee. 
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Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him!  
Let the amen sound from his people again,  
gladly forever adore him.   
 
Dismissal                                                                   
 
Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Postlude 

 

 
 

Flowers given in loving remembrance of: 
 

Departed Members of Saint John's Women's Guild    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Prayer List 
(Please notify the office of any changes.) 

 

All affected by hurricanes and wildfires in North America and Europe, Presiding Bishop  
Michael Curry, Elin Babin, David Bell, Ron B., Paul Brophy, Marie Conners, Barbara Cox,  

Don DiGiacomo, Beth (Manoogian) DuPlessie, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne Felci, Paul Felci,  
Ruth Garrett, Peggy Gibbs, Allison Gray, Patti Greene-Botticeli, Carolyn Hashem, Tom Hashem,  

Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Doris Kelly, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Phyllis Laidlaw, Dennis Lancaster,  
Janet Lancaster, Rachel Lesch, Robert Long, Melissa McSheffery, Janet Macrina, Matt, Lori M.,  

Mary & Dante, Trudy Miller, Harriet Miraglia, Erica Moore, Gisela Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran 
Muise, Sara Murray, Sandy St. Clair, David St. Clair, Nancy Scarry, Terrie Sevier, Ray Shaw,  
Malcolm Silva, Gail Smith, Julie Stewart, Diane Walker, Nancy White, Walter, Baby Viviana,  

and Rachel. 
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Announcements 
 
 

Founders Day ~ Thank you! 
 

Heartfelt thanks to all the folks who set-up, cleaned-up, worked the booth, scooped ice cream,  
cooked, and did a myriad of other necessary tasks.  As always, volunteers for our events make  

all the difference!  
 

Last Call for Lobster Rolls 
 

Orders are due this Tuesday; if you have not already done so, please email/call in, or leave  
a completed order slip for the church office.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated.  

 
Vestry meeting – Today 

 

The Vestry meets after worship at 11:30 – observers are welcome, and online viewers may  
use the same Zoom link used for worship.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Participants in this Service: 
 

The Rev. John Beach, Priest-in-Charge 
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director  

Sandy St. Clair, Worship Leader & Stephen Belyea, Verger & L.E.M. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA  01906 
Tel: 781-233-1242   Email: StJohnsSaugus@Gmail.com    


