St. John’s Episcopal Church

Saugus, Massachusetts

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2026 - 9am ~ Morning Prayer
Prelude
Processional: Immortal, invisible, God only Wise Hymnal #423

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.

. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

. To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.




4. Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

Opening Sentence

The words you have spoken are spirit and life, O Lord;
you have words of eternal life. (John 6:63,68)

Confession of Sin:

Presider: ‘How often have I longed to gather your children, as a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, says the Lord, ‘but you would not come to me.’
Let us as wayward children return to God and confess our sins.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Praver for Forgiveness

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Invitatory

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.




Invitatory Psalm: Venite

Come, Let Us Praise the Lord
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Psalm 86:11-17

Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses

11  Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; *
knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name.
12 Iwill thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, *
and glorify your Name for evermore.
13 For great is your love toward me; *
you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.
14  The arrogant rise up against me, O God,
and a band of violent men seeks my life; *
they have not set you before their eyes.
But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *

because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

First Lesson:

A reading from The Wisdom of Solomon (12:13, 16-19).

There is no god besides you, whose care is for all people, to whom you should prove that you
have not judged unjustly; for your strength is the source of righteousness, and your sovereignty
over all causes you to spare all. For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness
of your power, and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. Although you are
sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with great forbearance you govern us; for
you have power to act whenever you choose.

Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and you

have filled your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Canticle 10: The Second Song of Isaiah (Isaiah 55:6-11)

Let us recite the canticle alternating at the asterisks (*)
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *
call upon him when he draws near.




Let the wicked forsake their ways *
and the evil ones their thoughts;

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *
and return not again, but water the earth,
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *
seed for sowing and bread for eating,
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *
it will not return to me empty;
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *
and prosper in that for which I sent it.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Second Lesson:

A reading from The Gospel according to Matthew (13:24-30,36-43)

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these
weeds come from!” He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then
do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest;
and at harvest time [ will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son




of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and
all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping

and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Canticle P: A Song of the Spirit (Revelation 22:12-17)
Let us recite the canticle alternating at the asterisks (*)

“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord,
“and bringing my reward with me, *
to give to everyone according to their deeds.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, *
the beginning and the end.”
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life, *
and may enter the city through the gates.
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, *
with this testimony for all the churches.
“I am the root and the offspring of David, *
I am the bright morning star.”
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; *
“Come!” let each hearer reply!
Come forward, you who are thirsty, *
let those who desire take the water of life as a gift.
Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen.

Reflection: Julia Aston

The Apostles’ Creed:

Presider: Let us re-affirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.




He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucitied, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace and Announcements

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with
you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity
of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now
and for ever. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Invitation to Offering:

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name: bring offerings and come into his courts.

Offertory Hymn: Almighty God, your Word is Cast (Tune: ST. FLAVIAN eg, #142)

1. Almighty God, your Word is cast
like seed upon the ground,
now let the dew of heav'n descend
and righteous fruits abound.

. Let not our selfishness and hate
this holy seed remove,
but give it root in every heart
to bring forth fruits of love.

. Let not the world's deceitful care
the rising plant destroy,
but let it yield a hundredfold

the fruits of peace and joy.




(v. 3) Hymnal #380

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages C

V. Help us, O God our Savior;

R.  Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

V. Look upon your congregation;

R.  Give to your people the blessing of peace.

V. Declare your glory among the nations;

R. And your wonders among all peoples.

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

R.  Never forget the lives of your poor.

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

R.  So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.




Prayer intentions:

We hold before the throne of grace all those in need of God’s abiding presence. We pray
especially for Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Lisa P., Kathy Pothier,
Tom & John Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, Amy Wright,
Nina Lafauci, Steve P., Janice Noseworthy, Gary Battite, and all those we hold in our hearts
before you this day.

And we also bless your Holy Name for Carolyn Hashem, and all your faithful servants who
have departed this life in your faith and fear, beseeching you to grant them continual
growth in your love and service. Amen.

Collect of the Day (A Prayer Book for Australia)

O God, your Son has taught us that those who give a cup of water in his name will not lose
their reward: Open our hearts to the needs of your children, and in all things make us
obedient to your will, so that in faith we may receive your gracious gift, eternal life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

Holy Wisdom, in your loving kindness you created and restored us when we were lost:
inspire us with your truth, that we may love you with our whole minds and run to you with
open hearts, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you
for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly
and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving

Presider: Let us join together in offering the General Thanksgiving.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;




for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Presider: Let us also join our voices in offering the Prayer of St. Chrysostom.

Almighty God, you have given us grace

at this time with one accord

to make our common supplication to you;

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name
you will be in the midst of them:

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions

as may be best for us;

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

The Benediction
Life is indeed short, and we have so little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the
way with us. So be swift to love and hasten to be kind. And the blessing of our gracious
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us always.
Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.




Recessional: Come. Labor On (vv. 1-4) Hymnal #541

. Come, labor on.
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain,
while all around us waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say,
"Go work today."

. Come, labor on.
The enemy is watching night and day,
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away;
while we in sleep our duty have forgot,
he slumbered not.

. Come, labor on.
Away with gloomy doubt and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here:
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill
his righteous will.

. Come, labor on.
Claim the high calling angels cannot share -
to young and old the Gospel gladness bear:
redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.
The night draws nigh.

Postlude

For those who desire it, Holy Communion will be offered from

the Reserved Sacrament shortly after Morning Prayer.

Welcome to St John’s Episcopal Church. All those wishing to share in the life of Christ
are invited to receive Holy Communion. Proceed up the aisle on the right, allowing room

on the left for others to return. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive. Most people
receive the consecrated Host in the hands, and some receive on the tongue. We have not
returned to the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the
empty cups in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy
Communion, simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches. Please join
us for fellowship and refreshment in Ashworth Hall after worship.




Brothers and sisters in Christ, God calls us to faithful service by the proclamation of the
word, and sustains us with the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ. Hear now God’s
word, and receive this holy food from the Lord’s table.

Jesus said, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this
bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my
flesh. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.” (John 6.51, 55-56)

After the consecrated elements are placed on the altar, all communicants recite the
Prayer of Humble Access:

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

After receiving, all communicants recite the Post:Communion Prayer:

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son
Jesus Christ. May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who drink his cup,
bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit enlightens, give light to the world. Keep us
firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your children shall be
free, and the whole earth live to praise your Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Parish Calendar

Aug 9 Sun  Rectory BBQ, 3-6pm (231 Bowdoin St., Winthrop)
Aug 30 Sun  Boston Harbor Cruise, 4-6pm (from Winthrop Town Pier)
Sept 12 Sat Founders Day, Saturday, 9am-2pm (details to follow)

Oct 10 Sat Roast Beef Dinner (also w/ Eggplant Parmesan selection); seating at
5pm and 6:30pm, and offering ‘to go’ dinners.

Announcements

Pastoral Emergencies: During Fr. Walter’s vacation (July 13-24), please contact the wardens
with any pastoral or church emergencies. Donna Manoogian - (617) 240-9003 and John
Rogalski - (781) 479-5870




Parish Cycle of Prayer
(Please help to keep this list current and inform the office of any changes - thank you.)

Week One of the Month:

Emily Graves Autori, Nicholas Bettencourt, Paul Brophy, Norma Cahill, Barbara Cox,
Ken DiBiccari, Jim & Tim Eldridge, Joanne & Paul Felci, Ruth Garrett, Allison Gray, and
Roger Nelson

Week Two:

Will Hare, Bruce Higgins, Louis Hoelzl, Jeanne Kelly-Smith, Anthony & John, Janet Lancaster,
Melissa McSheffery, Matt, Mary & Dante, Harriet Miraglia, Jonelle Moloney, Joe W., and
Debbie & Mike Rossetti

Week Three:

Erica Moore, Jeanine Morris, Fran Muise, Sara Murray, Lisa P., Kathy Pothier, Tom & John
Puckett, Shirley Raithel, Sandy & David St. Clair, Marilyn Aham, Amy Wright, Nina
Lafauci, Steve P., Janice Noseworthy, and Gary Battite

Week Four:
Nancy Scarry, Malcolm Silva, Teddi, Terrie Sevier, Gail Smith, Dom & Joanie Tello, Nancy
White, Rachel, Abigail, Claire, Kevin O’Connor, and Jesse Tucker

Participants in this Service:

Julia Aston, Worship Leader ~ Stephen Sikorski, Music Director
Colleen Marcotte, Lay Reader ~ Kristina Palazzo, L.E.M.
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