St. John’s Episcopal Church

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ:

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025 - 4pm Family Eucharist

Prelude

Entrance Hymn: O come, all ye faithful (verses 1-3) Hymn #83

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold Him, born the King of angels;

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

God from God, Light from Light eternal, lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;
only begotten Son of the Father;
Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Refrain

Opening Acclamation:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blesséd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.




Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts be open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing of the Crib

Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God will bless this
crib, that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, may come to share his life in
glory. God our Father, on this night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary for
us and for our salvation: bless this crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy
birth; may all who see it be strengthened in faith and receive the fullness of life he came to
bring, who is alive and reigns for ever. Amen.

Kyrie Confession Common Worship, Church of England

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness
of our hearts. Let us turn to the light and confess our sins.

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Absolution

The God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and cleanse you from all your
sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria Hymn S-280

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:




have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day Common Worship

Almighty God, as we prepare with joy to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, embrace
the earth with your glory and be for us a living hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson:
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (9:2-7)

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness~-on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96

Let us recite the psalm responsively, alternating verses.

Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.




OAh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
OA, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.” >>>>

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *

let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *

when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Second Lesson:

A reading from The Letter of St Paul to Titus (2:11-14)

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for

good deeds. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: It came upon the midnight clear (verses 1-3) Hymn #90

[t came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.




Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;
beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;
and warring humankind hears not the tidings which they bring;

O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the angels sing!

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (3:1-12)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see~ [ am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily Fr. Walter Connelly

Prayers of the People: Common Worship, Church of England

Worship Leader: Let us pray to Jesus, our Saviour.

Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless.

Jesus, Saviour: hear our prayer.




Christ, for whom the angels sang,
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.
Jesus, Saviour: hear our prayer.
Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.
Jesus, Saviour: hear our prayer.
Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,
give humility and wisdom to all who govern.
Jesus, Saviour: hear our prayer.
Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you,
especially those named on the memorial list.
Jesus, Saviour: hear our prayer.
Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us,
you share our lives and hear our prayer.

Glory to you for ever. Amen.
Priest: God of promise, from ancient times you have sustained your people. With Mary and

Joseph, teach us to treasure in our hearts the birth of Jesus, and with shepherds and angels,
lead us to praise the holy Child of Bethlehem in whose name we pray. Amen.

Peace and Announcements

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Invitation to the Offering

Ascribe unto the LORD the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts.

Offertory Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hymn #87

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King!




Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come, off-spring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail the incarnate Deity.
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Refrain

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Risen with healing in his wings, light and life to all he brings,

hail, the Sun of Righteousness! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Refrain

Doxology Hymn #380 (v.3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Word made flesh, life of the world, in your incarnation you embraced
our poverty: by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Christmas Eucharistic Prayer, Scottish Episcopal Church

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds
into being, and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment. Day and night celebrate your
glory till time shall be no more. In Christ, your Word became flesh, and on this night was
born of the Virgin Mary. He emptied himself, taking our human form, that through his
incarnation and passion we might come to share in his divine nature. Filled with the Spirit,
who at the first Creation moved over the face of the waters, and overshadowed the blessed
Virgin at Nazareth, we await with joy the fulfilment of your new Creation. As children of
your redeeming purpose who celebrate the birth of your Son, we offer you our praise, with
angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your
unending glory:




Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Sanctus S-129
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. In Jesus the Messiah you have come
to us, and lived for a time among us, that we might for ever live with you. In the manger at
Bethlehem, in his flight to Egypt, and as the carpenter’s son, the Only-begotten bent low to
meet us. Obedient to your calling, he accepted death on the cross. When you exalted him
on the third day, and bestowed on him the name above all names, he opened the gate of
glory that we might be your children, and share in his kingdom of Peace.

Before he was given up to suffering and death, desiring to complete the work for which he
came into the world, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for

”

you.

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all,
that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.”

We now obey your Son’s command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with
him, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and
this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of
your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of
your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and
prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to
you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,




Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) Hymn S-161

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The Invitation to Holy Communion

In fellowship with our sisters and brothers worshiping online, let us join together
in praying for that spiritual communion shared by all Christ’s disciples.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar. I love you above all things. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace,
Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). All those wishing to share in the
life of Christ are welcome at God’s altar.

After Communion Hymn: Silent night, Holy night Hymn #111

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.




Silent night, holy night, shepherd’s quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born. Christ, the Savior, is born.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Post-communion Praver

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christmas Blessing:

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this
Christmas; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be

amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional: Joy to the world! (verses 1, 2 & 4) Hymn #100

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:

let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;

let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.




Dismissal:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude

Christmas _@rafer & Sower List

Given to the glory of God in loving remembrance of:

Members of the Felci Family: James, Mildred, Joanne M., and Paul & Elizabeth, Vinnie Federici,
Vincent & Mildred Federici, Donnie & Eleanor Bernbei, James Raker, Tommy & Theresa Walles
~ The Cox Family: Garnet, William Sr.,; Carol, and William Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tarr, and
Marilyn Tarr Schiappa ~ Russell Cutter, Eugene & Josephine Poti ~ The Davey Family: Edward,
Madelyn, Frank, Eva, and Frank Jr., Arlene, Arthur, and Marilyn; Louis, Lorraine, Edgar, and
Mabel Seaboyer; The Lancaster Family: Stewart, Virginia, Joseph, Isabelle, Lisa, Hilary, and Kevin
~ Stanley, Beulah, and Gary Kanarkiewicz; Danny Mullen, Phyliss Leston, Richard Ruble, and
Honey Mullen ~ Carl, Ida, Daniel, Jean, Robert, Richard, and Jeff ~ Doris Kelly ~ Bill St. Clair ~
Alan Merritt, Harlowe & Pauline Medland, Paul Fuhs, Rob Wilson, Glen Bihl ~ Margaret Gibbs
~ Doug Palazzo, Barabara & Mel Witham, Joseph & Josephine DiTrapano ~ Lawrence LeBlanc,
Mildred Confalone, Scott Fluet, Lenore Corbin, and Debra & Richard Dotolo ~ Virginia & Paul
Day, Jean & Joseph McBride, and Cathy Ferreira ~ Agnes & Coley Rochefort; Anna, Peter, and
Myron Manoogian ~ Charles & Hermione Mears, Abraham & Ethel Hashem, and Christine
Senftleben ~ Francis & Arnold White, and Gordon & Miriam Jameson ~ Lisa Polese ~ Michelle
Zanstruck, Samuel Brown, Ted & May Carr, Ronald & Anne Warren, Mel & Janice Chute, Lillian
& Cloyd Ratliff

In thanksgiving of:
The McBride Children & Grandchildren

A merry welcome to St John’s on this, the birthday of Jesus! The Word of God shares our
human life in Jesus, and in turn invites us to share in his divine life through the
Holy Eucharist. All those wishing to share in the life of Christ are invited to receive Holy
Communion. Please proceed up the aisle on the right side, allowing others to return on
the left. You may kneel or stand at the rail to receive. Most people receive the consecrated
Bread in the hands, while some prefer to receive on the tongue. We have not returned to
the Common Cup but offer individual Communion Cups. Please deposit the empty cups
in the tray as you return. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy Communion,
simply cross your hands over your chest as the priest approaches.
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God bless us, everyone!

Current St. John’s Officers and Vestry (2025)
Officers: Donna Manoogian, Sr. Warden, John Rogalski, Jr. Warden, Phil Littlehale, Treasurer,
Paul Felci, Asst. Treasurer, and Brenda Caggiano, Clerk of the Vestry

Vestry: William ‘Bill’ Bidmead, Sr. (2026), Rose Holt (2027) Joanne Lancaster (2027),
M. ‘Dibby’ LeBlanc (2026), Colleen Marcotte (2028), and Sandy St. Clair (2028)

Participants in this Service:

The Rev. Walter Connelly, Priest-in-Charge
Stephen Sikorski, Music Director
Colleen Marcotte, Worship Leader & Joanne Lancaster, L.E.M.
Members of the St. John’s Altar Guild: Julia Aston, Dibby LeBlanc,
Dee LeMay, Sandy Mears, and Kristina Palazzo

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Prospect Street, Saugus, MA 01906




